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“Gospel” means “Good News”. The Gospel of Mark is the “good news” about “Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1). Mark's Gospel Account
 is the Gospel Peter preached,

· "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised Him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him" (Acts 2:22-24).
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[image: image3.wmf]     The twofold purpose of the Gospel of Mark is to show that Jesus of Nazareth in Galilee is both:

1) The Son of God, and; 

2) The Suffering Servant. 

     Jesus (Savior) Christ (Anointed One) is the God (Strong One) who comes to suffer and to die. Mark goes to great links to show the person of Christ.

     Mark's Gospel version or account is one of action. We see:

1) The Powerful Son of God - demonstrated by His miracles  (Mark 1 - 8:26), and 

2) The Suffering Servant  - climaxed in the cross (Mark 8:27 - 16:20).

     There are only two healings mentioned in the second section (casting out a deaf and dumb spirit -- 9:14-28; and healing blindness -- 10:46-52). There are no sermons in Mark, because servants don't tell people what to do. Mark is only interested in telling us what He did.

[image: image4.wmf]“What Would Jesus Do?” is based on knowing “What Jesus Did”.

[image: image5.png]


You cannot do what Jesus would do if you do not know what he did. You cannot become like Jesus or live for Jesus if you do not know Jesus – who He is and what he did.

What Jesus did is also based on “Who Is Jesus”.

“What” He did is based on “Who” He is.

The Gospel of Mark tells us “Who Jesus Is” by “What He Did”.

     What are some of the things that Jesus did to demonstrate that He is the powerful Son of God? What does Mark show that He had authority over?

•
"immediately" or "straight way" (used 42 times) -- shows authority and purpose. God has authority. If Jesus is God then He will have authority.
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•
Truth (1:22)

•
Sickness (1:29)

•
Uncleanness; Sin; He could forgive sin; (2:1-12)

•
Demons; (1:23; 5:1-20)

•
Religious Matters (2:23)

•
Nature (4:35-41) 

•
Death (5:1-20)

•
Interruptions (5:21-43)

•
Daily Substance - life (6:30-44)

•
Space (6:53-56)

•
Deafness (7:1-23)

•
Blindness (8:22)

Who is this Jesus?
· Christ calls Himself the Son of Man repeatedly. 

His favorite declaration: “Who is the Son of Man” one who will have "dominion, glory, an everlasting kingdom in which every nation will serve Him (Daniel 7:13-14).

· Called the Son of God by Mark (1:1), by the demons (3:11), by the centurion (15:39)

· Jesus say He Himself the Son of Man is "Lord" (2:28) (of the Sabbath).

· Called the Christ, Messiah, Anointed One by Peter (8:29).

· The transfiguration shows His Glory (9:2-11)

     Jesus asked the question to His disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" The question is an important one because our very salvation depends it. Who is He?. He is the Son of God, but He is also the Suffering Servant. Mark shows us that He suffered, and how He suffered. Mark shows us the particulars of the Son of God's sufferings.
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The Particulars of Christ's Sufferings: 
· Pharisees plot to kill Him after He has violated their traditions (3:6)

· They claim He is possessed by Satan (3:22)

· They confront Him about why His disciples who do not ceremonially wash their hands (7:1f)

· He is rejected by His own disciples (8:14-21)

· After He cleanses the Temple the chief priests and the teachers of the law began seeking how they may destroy Him (11:19)

· He gives a parable of His death (12:1-12)

· The Pharisees and the Herodians attempt to catch Him in His words (12:13-17)

· The Sadducess attempt to do the same (12:18-27), & a teacher of the Law (28-34).

· His anointing for death and a plot to kill Him unfolds as Judas betrays Him (14:1-11)

· He is deeply distressed and troubled in the garden as He prays (14:17-21)

· He is arrested like a common criminal and His disciples abandon Him (14:43-52)

· [image: image8.wmf]He experiences a mistrial before the Jews (14:53-65)

· Peter denies Him (14:66-72)

· He experiences a mistrial before the Gentiles (15:1-15)

· He is abused by the soldiers (15:16-20)

· He is crucified (15:21-32)

· He dies (15:33-41)

· He is buried (15:42-47)

· The section concludes with fear in the hearts of the women (16:8)
     The Gospels in general, but particularly Mark, focuses on the particulars of Christ's sufferings. It primarily gives the facts of His suffering and how He suffered.

     Why is it so important to show the power of the Son of God and His sufferings? It is through the sufferings of the Son of God/Man that He is able to secure our salvation! If He is not both the powerful Son of God and the suffering Servant He could not or would not be able to secure salvation for mankind. Without the sufferings of the perfect Son of God, He could not be our Savior. 

   Why A Man? - If Jesus, being God, was not a man, and suffered as a man, He could not have died, for God does not die. It was necessary for God to become a man so that He could die, because God is eternal and cannot die. God is life (John 1:4). The incarnation, “becoming flesh”, was necessary, so God could have a body, which could suffer and die.

   Why God? - It is equally important that the Savior, the one who would suffer and die, be God Himself. The Savior had to be an eternally holy God in order for the death to be effective for the payment of every sinner and for every sin. Only an infinite God could die for infinite sin. And no mere man could die, only a perfect man. The Scripture say,
· "He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin" (I John 3:5).

The Only ONE
     There has been only one perfect man, the man, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Timothy 2:5). A perfect man had to die for this is what God Himself required,

[image: image9.wmf]
· "For without the shedding of blood (death of a spotless lamb) there is no forgiveness of sin (Hebrews 9:22).

     There is only one person who qualifies to be the savior of the world; only one person has been the God/Man (Romans 1:1, 3,4). This is why Apostle Peter can say,

· [image: image10.png]


"There is only one name under heaven in which men can be saved (Acts 4:12).

     Only one person qualifies to be the Savior of the world -- the God/Man, Jesus Christ; God incarnate; God in flesh; fully God, fully Man; perfectly God, perfectly Man, who suffered and died on our behalf and rose again to bring salvation for all men. This is the Gospel,

· “…Christ died for our sins… and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

· “There is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all…” (1Timothy 2:5-6a).

The Worth of A Savior

     The worth of our salvation that God offers is dependent on the worthiness of the Savior. Our salvation is no better than the person who makes it possible. The personhood of our Savior Christ Jesus is extremely important. Who is He? Does He measure up as a Savior? Mark wants his readers to understand that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but especially the suffering Son of God who came to save. 
     The sufferings of the Son of God, makes Him the perfect Savior. Only Jesus Christ is sufficient to secure our salvation. The God who became a man, and suffered as a man, is the perfect author of salvation. 

The Perfect Author of Salvation

The Savior of mankind had to be both fully Man and fully God.

1. He had to be a Man in order to die, because God cannot die.

2. Someone had to die in order to pay the penalty God Himself required and make forgiveness possible (Hebrews 9:22).

3. He had to be God in order for His death to be sufficient to pay for every sin everyone has committed from the beginning to the end of time.

· “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29b).

Place Your Trust in Him – Come and Receive Eternal Life
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     Only by placing your faith in the suffering Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, can you secure salvation from the penalty of sin, death, and receive the gift of eternal life. 

· “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”
· “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast”

Then, Follow Him - Go and Live for Him

     A secondary purpose of “The Gospel According to Mark” is to show what real discipleship involves. Disciples are to be followers of Jesus in His suffering. His disciples must walk the same road as Jesus walked, the way of humility, suffering, and even death, this is the road to true greatness. His Disciples are to deny themselves and take of His cross and follow Him (8:34-37). They are to possess little (6:7-8). Sometimes they maybe put to death (6:14-29). They must not become superior, like the Gentile lords, but must become a servant and a slave to all (10:35-44). Only by walking or living for Christ can you receive the rewards of eternal life.

Key Verse:

· “Whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43-45).
A Key Distinction

     Our suffering is not the same as the Lord's. Our suffering does not atone for sin, ours or anyone else. Jesus' sufferings atoned for sins, as well as, provides us with an example of how to endure suffering. If you share in the sufferings of Christ, or suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed (I Peter 3:14).

The Outline of the Gospel of Mark

  I. The Ministry Begun -- 1:1-13

 II. The Ministry Continued -- 1:14 - 10:52

III. The Ministry Accomplished -- 11:1 - 16:8 (20)
I. The Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ – 1:1-13

A. A Great Prophet – John the Baptist (The Greatest Prophet – Matthew 11:11)
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1. A Messenger from the Wilderness – As was Predicted (1:1-3)

a. Announcing the Coming of the Messiah.

b. [image: image13.wmf]Preparing the People to Accept the Messiah.

2. A Preacher from the Wilderness - A Rough Neck (1:4-6)

a. Preaching a Baptism of Repentance for the Forgiveness of Sins

(Applies only to the Jews because of their past sins as a nation)

b. Preaching Christ – A Baptizer of the Holy Spirit 

(Applies to ALL who Believe in Jesus as the Christ) 

B. A Greater Prophet – Jesus of Nazareth (1:9-12)

1. Baptized by John (1:9) - Not for the Remission of His sins, but to as the one who would take away the sins of the whole world  (John 1:29).

2. An Announcement from Heaven (1:10-11)

a. Heaven is opened and the Spirit falls upon Him for the purpose of helping Him in His task.

b. The Father Proclaims His Love and Pleasure with His Son.

[image: image14.wmf]
3. Driven into the Wilderness (1:12-13) – To prepare Him for the task ahead. He overcomes physical and spiritual enemies with the help of the Spirit and with angels.

II. The Ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ Continued - 1:14-10:52

A. Christ's Ministry in Galilee -- 1:14-7:23.

[image: image15.wmf]     After leaving the wilderness Jesus spent some time in Judea. A few of John the Baptist’s disciples began following Jesus (John 1:37-42). After John was imprisoned by Herod Antipus, son of Herod the Great, Jesus withdrew to Galilee and began with great authority:

1. Proclaiming the Gospel of God (1:14-15) –- The “Good News” that God’s Mighty Kingdom of peace, justice and righteous is here as promised (Isaiah 9:6-7). The Kingdom was theirs if they would: a) Repent of their sin, and b) Believe in the King.
2. Assembling His Servants (1:16-20)

a. [image: image16.png]


Simon (Peter) and Andrew

b. James and John

3. Teaching in the Synagogue (1:21-22)
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a. He skipped school?

b. All were amazed!

4. Rebuking an Unclean Spirit (1:23-28)

a. [image: image18.wmf][image: image19.wmf]A heckler in the crowd

b. Silence!

c. All were amazed!

d. News spread everywhere!

5. Over-Powering Sickness (1:19-31)

a. [image: image20.wmf]Simon’s house

b. Simon’s Mother-in-law (Simon was Married!)

c. The disciple’s faith in Jesus

d. An instantaneous healing

e. An instantaneous servant

[image: image21.wmf]
6. Healing All and Various Illnesses and Demon Possession (1:32-34)

7. Having Power Over His Schedule (1:35-39)

8. Over-Powering A Contagious Disease - Leprosy (1:40-45) 

a. Moved with Compassion

b. He touched Him

c. An instantaneous healing

d. Don’t say a word 

9. [image: image22.wmf]Healing a Paralytic and Forgiving Sins (2:1-12) 

a. At a house speaking the Word to many

b. The lowering of the paralytic

c. Faith and The forgiveness of sins

d. Who can forgive sins? (A Blasphemer or God?)

e. The raising of the paralytic

f. All were amazed!

10. Calling Sinners to Follow Him (2:13-17)

a. The call of Levi (Matthew)

b. Dinning with tax collectors and sinners

c. The Scribes of the Pharisees objected

d. Doctor Jesus

11. Answering Questions About Fasting (2:18-21)

a. Fasting while mourning

b. Feasting while celebrating

c. Something NEW has come!

12. Answering Questions About the Sabbath (2:22 – 3:6)

a. Sabbath is Saturday, not Sunday

b. Intolerable burdens

c. The Law of need takes precedence over the Law of Ceremony

d. Lord of the Sabbath
e. Healing on the Sabbath
f. To do good or to do nothing/evil
g. Angry and distressed at stubborn hearts – callous and cruel
h. Killing Jesus
13. Having Power Over Great Multitudes of People and Demons (3:7-12)

a. [image: image23.wmf]Jesus withdrew

b. People followed Him from all over Israel 

c. A boat standing ready

d. Healing many

e. Casting out demons

f. Silencing the demons

14. Choosing His Leadership (3:13-19)

a. Peter



g.  Matthew

b. James



h.  Thomas

c. John



i.   James, son of Alphaeus

d. Andrew



j.  Thaddaeus

e. Philip



k.  Simon the Zealot

f. Bartholomew


l.   James Iscariot

15. Refuting Insanity (3:20-21)

a. No time to eat.
b. Saving Jesus – friends/relatives – “the near or close ones”

c. “Have you lost your senses?” – “He is beside himself” – It was his enemies who raised this report and his friends believed in it. He does not even have the sense to eat.
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“He is delirious or deranged. The reason why this report gained any belief was, probably, that he had lived among them as a carpenter; that he was poor and unknown; and that now, at 30 years of age, he broke off from his occupations, abandoned his common employment, spent much time in the deserts, denied himself the common comforts of life, and set up his claims to be the Messiah who was expected by all the people to come with great pomp and splendor”.

d. Jesus Freak – Those who give to much attention to religion will often times be viewed by the nonreligious to be a bit strange. The more attention you give it the stranger you are. Its good to have a little religion, but not too much. 

16. Refuting Demon Possession (3:22-30)

a. Scribes – to "write," "order," and "count." They were the experts and teachers of the Law. By the time of Jesus, the scribes were a new upper class among the Jewish people. Large numbers of priests in Jerusalem before A.D. 70 AD served as scribes.

“The city of Jerusalem was the center of this scribal knowledge and interpretation of the Law. Only ordained teachers could transmit and create the tradition; this was the matter studied to perfection by students often beginning at age 14. When they completed their study at the age of 40, they could be ordained. As members with full rights, they could act as judges, be called rabbis, and occupy positions in administration of justice, government, and education. They joined the chief priests and aristocratic families who made up the Sanhedrin. The scribes were held in greatest esteem by the people”.
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b. Possessed by “Beelzebul” - The Ruler of Demons - The Jews, in ridicule, changed Baal-zebub, the Ekronite god of flies, into Beelzebul, "god of dung". They were accusing Jesus of casting out demons and sickness with the power of this god.
c. Friendly Fire

d. Who is really Insane? What is really Stupid?

e. The Unforgiveable Sin – Blaspheme against the Holy Spirit – an eternal sin.

"The act of cursing, slandering, reviling or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God”.
 “Evil speaking"… any speech directly dishonoring God”
 (See End Notes)
f. Eternally Forgiven – “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).
17. Announcing a New Spiritual Relationship (3:31-35)

The Lord shows there is, in the realm of God a new close relationship, one that is spiritual and inward, not outward and automatic.

18. Teaching Many Things in Parables (4:1-1-34)

a. Parable of the Soils (4:3-12)

1) [image: image26.png]


What is a parable?

“A placing side by side or comparing earthly truths, expressed, with heavenly truths to be understood”.

“A short, simple story designed to communicate a spiritual truth, religious principle, or moral lesson; a figure of speech in which truth is illustrated by a comparison or example drawn from everyday experiences”.

2) Why parables? – A system of instruction specifically designed to reveal truth to those who believed in Him and conceal the truth from those who did not. Parables were used to determine whether or not someone earnestly desired to understand God’s ways. A parable could be either eternally rewarding or eternally baffling.

3) Listen to this – (4:3-9)

b. Explanation of the Parable of the Soils (4:13-25)

1) [image: image27.jpg]


Hard Soil – Hard hearts who hear the Gospel message but do not believe.

2) Rocky Soil – Shallow hearts who hear, and believe, but fall away due to persecution.
3) [image: image28.jpg]


Thorny Soil – Overcrowded hearts that hear, and believe, but the worries, riches, and worldly desires choke the message and produce nothing. 
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4) Good Soil – Very responsive hearts that hear, believe, grow and multiply greatly. These hearts are teachable.

c. Parable of the Seed (4:26-29)

d. Parable of the Mustard Seed (4:30-32)

These two parables illustrate the nature of the reign and growth of God in the hearts of men.

e. Speaking the Word only in parables (4:33-34)

19. Calming the Sea (4:35-41)
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a. A fierce gale of wind and a sinking boat

b. Jesus asleep – He doesn’t care!

c. Rebuking the wind and a perfect calm

d. Being afraid and being very afraid

e. Who is this?

20. Rebuking a Legion of Demons (5:1-20)

a. The country of Gerasenes – The capital of providence of Peraea. Primarily a Greek city, but many Jews lived there. A beautiful city, later left in ashes and ruin.

b. A wild man from the tombs with a unclean spirit (Mt. says two men)

c. Being tormented and tormenting others

d. Do not torment me! – (Matthew 8:29; Isaiah 30:33; 2 Peter 2:4)

e. What is your name? - A legion of demons –A Roman regiment – About 6000 men.

f. [image: image31.jpg]


Not out of the countryside but into the hogs

g. Hogs gone wild!

h. Running away and reporting

i. Coming, seeing and observing a calm, right-minded man

j. Go away Jesus! (Job 21:14-15; 22:17)

k. Go and tell the great things the Lord has done!

l. All were amazed!

21. Rebuking Death and Disease (5:21-43)

a. A large crowd

b. A desperate man with a desperate plea for help

c. [image: image32.png]


A large crowd followed Him

d. A desperate woman with a desperate reach

e. An immediate healing

f. “Who touched Me?” (Adam where are you?) 
g. A fearful woman confesses the truth

h. A faith that makes one well.

i. Bad news

j. Fear not! Only believe!

k. A large crowd loudly weeping and wailing

l. Laughing at Jesus

m. Get up!

n. A dead girl immediately rising and walking

o. An immediate astonishment

p. Say nothing

q. Eat something
Preparing the Disciples for Rejection

22. Rejection in His Hometown, Nazareth  (6:1-6)

a. His disciples followed Him
b. Teaching in the synagogue on the Sabbath
c. Astonishment from the locals of “this man’s” display of wisdom and power
d. “this man”, a mere carpenter 
e. [image: image33.jpg]


“this man”, the son of Mary
f. “this man”, the brother of James, Jose, Judas, and Simon

g. “this man”, and his sisters.

h. Taking offense at Jesus
i. No honor for Jesus

j. No miracles for Nazareth

k. The wonder of unbelief

l. Teaching in  the villages

23. Rejection Throughout Israel - Sending out His Disciples in Pairs  (6:7-13)
a. Having authority over unclean spirits

b. Instructions for the journey - no food, no money, no cloths, no housing, no welcome.

c. They preached repentance

d. Casting out demons and healing many
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24. Rejection of John the Baptist, His Forerunner, by King Herod  (6:14-29)
a. Meet the Herod’s
b. Who was John the Baptist, and did he rise from the dead?
c. John imprisoned by Herod because of a woman, Herodias. 
d. John was a righteous man

e. A strategic day – the plot to kill John

f. Herod was very sorry

g. The head of John the Baptist on a platter 
h. Laid in a tomb
Focusing on the Disciples Understanding

25. Feeding the Five Thousand Men  (6:30-44)
a. A secluded place and a large crowd

b. [image: image35.png]THE DIVISION OF HEROD'S KINGDOM




Jesus had compassion

c. Give them something to eat

d. Multiplying five loaves and two fish
e. Plenty to spare, twelve full basket of broken bread – “I am the bread of life”.
26. Walking on Water  (6:45-52) 
a. [image: image36.jpg]


Sending the disciples ahead and sending the crowd away.
b. Mountain top prayer.
c. Jesus sees the disciples struggling in the mist of the sea from the shore at night.
d. Jesus came to disciples walking on the sea, intending to pass them by. 
e. “It’s a Ghost!” – Divine Terrorism.
f. “It is I” – Divine Encouragement

g. The wind stopped – Divine Control

h. “they were utterly astonished” – Human Density
27. Healing at Gennesaret  (6:53-56)

a. The land of Gennesaret.

b. The Gospel of Mark - An action packed story.
c. Bringing the sick to Jesus on pallets.
d. Healing by touching the fringe of His cloak.
27. Confronting Tradition  (7:1-13)

a. The Pharisees and the Scribes on the attack.

b. [image: image37.jpg]


Observing His disciples.

c. [image: image38.png]


Eating bread with impure hands – “unwashed” (Mark explains). 
d. Walking not according to the traditions of the Elders.
e. “you hypocrites” (Isaiah 29:13)

f. “Neglecting the commandment of God” and “holding the tradition of men”- “your tradition” (v. 9)
Neglect: to lay-aside; to send away; to throw away; to discard.

Hold: to take a firm stand; keep; remain.
Tradition: transmission; to pass along or down.

g. Experts of neglect

h. Example of neglect, the fifth commandment and its penalty.

i. “Moses said…”, “but I say to you…”
j. “Corban” (Given to God) - Of Hebrew or Arabic origin.
27. Confronting the Heart  (7:14-23)

a. [image: image39.jpg]


Defilement – It’s not what goes in, but what comes from within. 
b. “He declared all foods clean!”
c. Sins from within: “evil thoughts” produce twelve vices - 

    - Six plural nouns that portrays acts of evil
    - Six singular nouns expressing a condition or state of evil 
B.   Christ's Ministry in Gentile Lands - Tyre, Sidon, Decapolis and Caesarea Philippi – 7:24-9:29
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     Jesus withdraws to a region north of Galilee, to Gentile lands, in order to spend some teaching time with His disciples, and to avoid the anger of the Pharisees. He did not want anyone to know of his presence there, but He could not escape notice. While there, He continues to demonstrate His great authority: 
1. Casting out an Unclean Spirit (7:25-30)
a. A woman after “hearing of Him” = “she believed”, whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately comes to Jesus and falls at His feet.

b. [Demon possessed girls and the “Salam Witch Trials”.] 
c. A Greek woman, of the Syrophoenician race comes to Jesus.
d. A woman keeps asking, and asking, and asking to cast out the demon.

e.  Does Jesus actually call the woman a dog?
f. “to the Jew first and also to the Greek” – A Sneak Preview.

g. Jesus honors the Greek woman’s great faith – Believing that one crumb of His power and grace can cast the demon out of her daughter. [Jesus marveled at only two things; great faith and unbelief.]
h. Back at her house the daughter is found in bed and the demon cast out.
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From Tyre and Sidon, Jesus moves SW to the region of Decapolis, meaning ten cities, an area east of the Jordon River. The man who had been possessed by a legion of demons had proclaimed Jesus throughout the region. 

2. Healing a Deaf and Mute Man (7:31-37)
a. He came to on a mountain in Decapolis, near the Sea of Galilee, and sat down.
b. Matthew states, “great crowds came to Him bringing the lame, blind, crippled, mute and many others… and He healed them.” Mark focuses on one deaf and mute man.
c. “This man represents the spiritual condition of many who were not hearing spiritually and therefore could not speak clearly who Jesus is. Mark is building up to a climax when Jesus asks the disciples, “who do men say that I am?” Peter will speak accurately because he has heard.”

d. Jesus takes Him aside from the multitude.
e. He places His fingers in His ears and touches his tongue, because the man is not going to hear Jesus say, “Ephphatha” or “Be opened”. 

f. He commanded them, “Don’t say a thing.”

g. They were astonished beyond measure! Even the deaf hear and the mute speak!
3. Feeding the Four Thousand  (8:1-9)
a. [image: image42.png]


A large crowd and nothing to eat -- physically and spiritually. [Sheep without a shepherd].
b. Feeling compassion for the people  --“The Lord is My Shepherd”
c. Not “Where”, but “Who”! – “anyone”?
d. Sitting on the ground -- “He makes me lie down in green pastures”.
e. Jesus multiplies the bread and the fish and feeds thousands, again.
f. Jesus gives and the disciples served the people –- “Pass it on”.
g. The people ate and were satisfied –- “My cup overflows”.
4. Dealing with Spiritual Blindness  (8:10-21)
a. The  Blindness of the Pharisees
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Returning to Dalmanutha, Galilee – “Darkness Prevails”

2) Arguing with the Pharisees.
3) Seeking for a sign from heaven – “Signs, Signs, Everywhere!”
4) “Signing deeply in His spirit”.

5) No sign shall be given to this generation. There was proof enough. 
6) Jesus leaves.

b. The Blindness of the Disciples
1) Forgetting the bread.
2) Jesus giving orders, “Watch out!” – The Good Shepherd protects His flock.
3) The “Leaven” of the Pharisees and of Herod -- Leaven fermented bread. It’s that which decays. It represents wickedness and falsehood. Only a little is necessary to corrupt the whole (Galatians 5:9). [Only a little law or legalism destroys grace.] -- “Leaven” = “Influence” for good or bad.
4) No Bread, No Problem, for Jesus.

5) “Do you not see, hear, or understand?” – “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.” (John 8:31a-32)
6) “Remember when…” – “many large baskets full of broken pieces”.
5. Healing a Blind Man  (8:22-26)
a. Returning to Bethsaida, they brought a blind man to Jesus. [Found only in Mark]
b. Taking him outside the town – No more signs (Matthew 11:21; John 9:39)
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Spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on him was for the blind man’s benefit and for the removing of the obstruction.
d. “Do you see anything?” – “I see men… like trees” – Natural Revelation.
e. Seeing everything clearly – Special Revelation.
f. Sending him home, “Do not even enter the village.” 
6. Questioning His Disciples about His Identity  (8:27-30)
a. “the villages of Caesarea Philippi” [Not Caesarea Palestina] – The division of promised land that was supposed to be the possession of the tribe of Dan. They never took total possession of the region. Canaanites were still living in the land during the time of the Judges (3:3). The region and city was situated at the base of Mt. [Baal] Hermon and controlled by Herod Philip in the 1st century. 
b. "Who do people say that I am?" – John the Baptist, Elijah, [Jeremiah], one of the prophets [raised from the dead].
c. “But who do you say that I am?" – The Crucial Question! Everything that Jesus promises including the promise of eternal life is based on the identity of the one who promises it.
d. Peter answered, “You are the Christ” – Messiah; “Anointed One”. – This is what we need to believe in order to be saved; in order to receive eternal life (John 20:31). The signs proved to the disciples that he was the Christ, the Son of God. The written Word, prove to us that Jesus is the Christ, by which we are saved. “Faith Alone in Christ Alone by the Word Alone!”
e. Warning! “tell no one about Him”, at least not yet.
7. Teaching His Disciples about His Suffering and Rejection  (8:31-33)
a. “He began to teach them… stating the matter plainly.”
b. “the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”
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“must” – it is necessary”.
2) “suffer many things” – in fulfillment of Scripture.

3) “rejected” – by the elders, chief priests, the scribes. 
4) “killed” – crucified.
5) “rise again” – after three days. 
c. After his resurrection he once again “explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” (Luke 24:25-27)
d. Peter’s private rebuke of Jesus – Rebuke means Correction.
e. Jesus’ public rebuke of Peter

f. “Get behind Me…” - Get in line; Get with the program; “Follow Me” – set your mind on the interest of God.

g. Satan” – Satan means adversary. Peter was standing in opposition to the plan of God. Peter is not possessed by Satan but he has adopted the enemy’s way of thinking.
8. Inviting His Disciples to Follow Him in Suffering and Rejection  (8:34-38)
These are not conditions for eternal life, but conditions for following or walking after Jesus which ends in suffering and death. His disciples must also suffer many things…
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“must” – “it is necessary”

b. “deny himself” – deny “aparneomai” - to deny utterly, i.e. disown, abstain.

c. “take up his cross” – take up “airo” - to lift up; by implication, to take up or away; figuratively, to raise. Used figuratively for a deliberate choice to identify with Jesus that involves shame and suffering.
d. “follow Me” – “akoloutheo” - to be in the same way with, i.e. to accompany. Committing to walk the same path as Jesus was walking. (Mt. 10:7; 16:24; Luke 9:23-27)
1) To those who will not commit their life to following Jesus:

“to save his life” – “is one who refuses to follow Christ by denying oneself and taking up one’s cross”.
 

“will lose it” – “signifies that a believer loses the fullness of his future life in the kingdom… a believer may experience loss and/or reward at the judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:14-15; 2 Cor. 5:9-10; 2 John 8). Rewards will enhance life in eternity. Thus, a believer who actually thinks he is saving his life by avoiding discipleship is actually destroying his opportunity for future rewards”.
 They think they are saving their life, but in the end they will lose their life/profit.

2) To those who will commit their life to following Jesus:

“lose his life” – loss of life is profit in the kingdom. – “lose” – “apollumi” – to destroy fully; to perish (John 3:16); used both literally or figuratively (Mt. 10:38; 16:25-27).

“will save it” – In the future kingdom he will gain rewards – recompense for work done. This salvation “refers to deliverance from a wasted life to a life of heightened satisfaction, enjoyment, usefulness, victory, status, authority, and rest in the coming millennia kingdom (2 Tim. 2:12; Heb. 3:6, 14; 4:11).”

Soul or Life? – Most translators use the word “life” in verse 35 and “soul” in verse 36? Why? It is the same Greek word “psyche”.

1) “psyche” – breath; can be used concretely or abstractly. Animals possess this breath of life. 2) Distinguished from “pneuma” – a current of air; breeze; which is by analogy or figuratively the rational and immortal soul; a vital principle or mental disposition. Only rational beings such as humans, angels, demons, and God Himself possess this life. 3) Distinguished from “zoe” - life, mere vitality; used literally or figuratively. Plants even have zoe.

“On what authority many have translated the word “psyche” life, and in this verse, soul, I know not, but am certain it means life in both places.”

“English translators intended for the soul to mean that a person will lose his soul in hell. However, the context is clearly a discipleship/rewards context.”

Illustration: Jesus poses two questions to illustrate the reason why a believer/disciple should follow Him.
Question #1 – “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his life?” - Jesus uses a best-case scenario for His illustration. What will it profit a man who in this life has totally lived totally for himself and amassed a great wealth, in eternity? It will profit him nothing. What is considered to be great and worth living for in this life is considered worthless in eternity.
Question #2 – “For what will a man give in exchange for his life?” – The second question relates to this analogy. At the point the man who has lived for himself enters into eternity what will he give to redo his life? His present life is over and nothing can compensate for the loss time and opportunity he/she possessed.
“A person should follow Christ because, although it is costly, he will preserve his life unto eternal reward and life enhancement.”

e. “shame for Him” – The last explanation for following Christ involves His second coming. When the Son of Man comes in glory He will be ashamed of those believers who did not take up the cross and follow Him for they will lose their reward and place of honor – this is their shame. For those who suffer the shame of identification with Jesus in this life will be rewarded and honored in the next.
“Every man will be reward according to his deeds.” (Mt. 16:27) If he confesses Christ before men, Christ will confess him before the Father. If he denies Christ before men, Christ will deny him (honor/rewards) before the Father (Mt. 10:32). After being jailed and flogged the apostles “went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. (Acts 5:41)
A disciple is one who remains in His Word, suffers shame or persecution of men, denies the riches of this world, gives his life in serve for Christ and will be rewarded and not experience shame in heaven.  “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.” (1 John 2:28)
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8. Transfiguring Himself before His Disciples  (9:1-8)

a. Seeing the Kingdom of God in all its glory.
b. Jesus is transfigured on a high mountain before Peter, James and John.
c. Elijah, along with Moses appears with Jesus and talks with Him. 
d. Peter speaks. 
e. Then, the Father speaks.

f. Alone with Jesus.
9. Explaining Elijah’s Appearance  (9:9-13)
a. Giving them orders – Don’t say a thing until the resurrection - 2 Peter 1:16-18.
b. What does rising from the dead mean? – They could not form any notion of the Messiah dying (Luke 18:34). Did Jesus mean physically or figuratively?
c. Why do the scribes (“teachers of the Law”) say that Elijah must come first? -  Malachi 4:5-6.
d. “Elijah does come first and restore all things “ – Luke 1:17-18
To "restore" means to put into the former situation. Hence, it means to heal, to correct, to put in proper order. Here it means that Elijah would put things in a proper state; he would be the instrument of reforming the people, or of restoring them, in some measure, to proper notions about the Messiah and preparing them for his coming. Before the coming of John their views were erroneous, their expectations were worldly, and their conduct were exceedingly depraved. He corrected many of their notions about the Messiah, and he was the instrument of an extensive reformation, and thus restored them, in some degree, to correct views of their own system and of the Messiah, and to a preparation for his advent.

There is a sense that the coming of Elijah is still future and in another sense Elijah has already come as John the Baptist.
e. Jesus says Elijah has indeed come – Matthew 11:14 - The scribes had rejected John the Baptist who came in the power and spirit of Elijah. They refused to acknowledge their sinful state by being baptized by John and did not listen to his message that Jesus was the Messiah. The disciple understood that John was Elijah (Mt. 17:13).
f. “the Son of Man must suffer many things and be treated with contempt” – As it was written in Isaiah 53, and fulfilled in Luke 23:11, 14-21. “Christ was attempting to stir the thinking of his followers that they might understand that the Son of man must first suffer before the coming of Elijah and the glorious advent of Messiah.”

10. Casting out a Powerful and Destructive Unclean Spirit  (9:14-29)
a. “coming down the mountain” (Luke 9:37)

b. The disciples arguing with the Scribes about casting out a demon.
c. Immediately seeing… were amazed… and running to greet Jesus.
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A son possessed by a spirit which causes him to become mute [and deaf], slamming him to the ground, [fire or water] foaming at the mouth, grinding his teeth, and stiffening him, all in attempt to destroy him -  The Spirit deprived the son of the power of speaking and drove him to violet derangement and madness, like a wild animal.
e. The Father said, “I told your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”

f. “An unbelieving [and perverse] generation” – The reason the disciples could not cast out the unclean spirit. No more signs were being given because of their unbelief.
“The LORD said to Moses, ‘How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them?” (Numbers 14:11f) [NIV] (See Psalm 78:6-8, 22).
g. Seeing Jesus and falling into convulsions – Fear of being cast into the pit.
h. How long? - Since childhood (see Mark 7:25)
i. Do something! Have pity on us! Help us!

j. “If you can? All things are possible to him who believes.” -  Jesus is asking for faith in Him and His power to heal. Jesus is able and willing to heal, if we can believe.
k. Crying out, “I do believe, help my unbelief.” [Lord -  only in KJV]
l. Jesus rebukes the unclean spirit [before the crowd got any bigger], “saying to the deaf and mute spirit, I command you, come out and do not enter him again.” – The spirit is cast out, thrown into the pit and remains there until an angel is sent to release them all to torment those on the earth for 5 months who do not have the seal of God on their forehead (Revelation 9:1-12).
m. The unclean spirit comes out, but not before crying out and causing a terrible convulsion leaving him like a corpse. [The boy still needs to believe in Jesus in order to be saved eternally].
n. Jesus raises him up – 1 John 3:8
o. The disciples ask, “Why could we not drive the unclean spirit out?” – Jesus says in Matthew 17:20, “it is because of the littleness of their faith.”
p. “This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer.” Why? – The new normative for today for removing demons from unbelievers. The same for sickness (James 5:13-18).
C.  Christ’s Ministry in Capernaum – 9:30-50
1. Teaching His Disciples about His Deliverance into the Hands of Men, Death and Resurrection (9:31-32)

a. Going through Galilee heading to Jerusalem

b. Teaching His disciples – Jesus’ purpose.

c. Jesus told them now for the second time that the Son of Man must suffer… He will be delivered, killed and raised.
d. The disciples did not understand a how the powerful Son of God, the Savior, could suffer.  Salvation through Judgment – a major theme of the Old Testament.
e. Afraid to ask Jesus.
2. Teaching His Disciples about Greatness  (9:33-37) 
a. At the house in Capernaum.
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Afraid to tell Jesus.
c. Who is the greatest? – The last (in this world) shall be first, the least (in this world) shall be the greatest in the Kingdom. A person seeks greatness in God’s eyes by serving all people. The servant’s motivation comes from believing that God is a rewarder of those who seek and serve Him (Hebrews 13:6), for servants are not highly regarded in this world.
d. An Illustration: A child – child care is not highly regarded in this world either. But Jesus says to receive a child is the same as receiving Him and He who sent Him, the Father, God Himself.
“To receive means to honor one as a host honors a guest in his house. It is like receiving someone into one’s care.”

Greatness comes by humbling oneself and taking care of even the lowliest of all. This would make the servant then lower than the lowliest, that is, dead last.
3. Teaching His Disciples about being at Peace with One Another  (9:38-50)
a. Casting out demons in your name – Someone was successful in casting out demons where they had failed. Were they jealous? A little disciple performing a great thing.
b. “He was not following us.” – He was not accompanying them. 
c. “Do not hinder him.” – Numbers 11:25-29
d. You cannot perform a genuine miracle and speak evil of, or curse Jesus. The fact that he performed the miracle in Jesus name was meant to honor Him.
e. “For or against?” – If you’re not against Jesus, then you’re for Jesus. But if you are not with Jesus your against Him:
 “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.” (Matthew 12:30; Luke 11:23)
Reward

f. A reward for giving a cup of water in the name of Jesus (9:41)
At the end of the Great Tribulation, when the Son of Man comes in glory, He will sit on His throne and separate the righteous (sheep) and the unrighteous (goats). The righteous will inherit the Kingdom on the basis among others for giving a cup of water even to the least of the brethren, but the unrighteous will depart and go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life -- the earthly Millennial Kingdom (Matthew 25:31-46).
g. “little ones” – “micros” – not the same as a child “paidion” in verse 36. Refers to any humble believer or immature believer doing a small thing. Little things (giving a cup of water) done for little, insignificant people (in the eyes of the world), is not a little thing to God.
Woe

h. “Woe to the world” [“whoever”] causes stumbling blocks (Mt. 18:7)

i.  “stumble” – “to cause to sin” – It is whoever cause these little ones who believe, to sin, not causes these little ones from believing.
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“If your hand, foot, or eye causes you to stumble, cut it off” – This enigmatic (mysterious) saying is hyperbole (an exaggeration, overstatement) and hypothetical (just suppose).
 [There is no example of any disciple literally cutting of his hand]. 
“If or “just suppose” you could cut of your hand, in order to keep yourself from being cast into hell, would you do it?” Of course you would!
In reality you would still have another hand, or foot, or eye to sin with. The real problem is not the external but the internal, the heart/mind (see Mark 7:14-23). In reality cutting off your hand will not keep you from hell, only faith alone in Christ will keep you from perishing. 
k. “better to be… cast into the sea” (temporal punishment) or “go into hell, into the unquenchable fire” (eternal punishment?).
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“Hell” – literally “Gehenna” or the “valley (of the sons) of Hinnom” – Believed to be somewhere out on the southeast outskirts of Jerusalem. Pagan sacrifices were offered there, especially child sacrifice (2 Kings 16:3; 23:10). Josiah desecrated it by turning it into a latrine and garbage dumb.

[Hell is to be distinguished from Hades. Hell or Gehenna is the place of final judgment. Hades is the intermediate place where the ungodly wait their final judgment. Death and Hades are cast into Hell (Rev. 21:14) Gehenna receives both body and soul whereas Hades receives only the soul (Acts 2:27).]

Hell is not a hypothetical, but a real place where those who do not know God and did not obey the command to believe in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ will go to pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord… (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). They will be awoken from the dust of the ground in disgrace and held in everlasting contempt (Daniel 12:2). In the end all unbelievers will be separated from God and His Kingdom.

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:11-15

In Mark 8:33, Jesus calls Peter Satan, in reality Peter was not Satan but acting like Satan. This was not to suggest that there is no such thing as a real person named Satan. What is hypothetical in this case is what could cause anyone to go to Hell, not Hell itself.
m. Application: Take drastic measures for the prevention of sin, or removing hindrances to faith. 

Salt and Fire
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“for everyone is salted with fire” – Unbelievers are salted with eternal fire and even every believer will be refined with fire.

o. “every sacrifice is salted” – Believers are to be a living sacrifice to God, knowing that suffering precedes glory.
p. “Have salt in yourself” - “deny yourself” – Accept suffering for what it is, 1) a purifier, rejoice in its end result; 2) a preservative, it will bring peace among fellow believers.
D.  Christ’s Ministry in Judea and Beyond the Jordon – 10:1-52

     Jesus and His disciples leave Galilee and head south to Judea and beyond the Jordon, [the East side of the River], also known as the region of Perea. As was His custom He began to teach the people in that region. Matthew adds that He healed them. His cures confirmed His teaching. This section covers about three month’s time. 
1. Teaching His Disciples about Divorce  (10:2-12)

a. Pharisees approach Jesus “testing Him”. They attempt to turn the crowd against Him by portraying Him as an extremist. Their issue, “Divorce”.
The Pharisees stood “to obstruct and oppose; to divert him, to perplex him, and to prejudice the people against him.”

b. “Is it lawful” – They already knew the answer, yes, but they did not believe it or heed it.

c. “What did Moses command you?” – Jesus answers their question with a question.
d. Moses permitted or tolerated divorce (see Deuteronomy 14:1-4), in order to prevent them from murdering their partner.
e. “because of the hardness of your hearts/mind” – 
f. “from the beginning of creation” God created man, male and female.

[Notice: At the beginning of creation God created man. It could hardly be said that if the heavens and earth had already been in existence for billions of years that man was created at the beginning. It would be closer to the end than the beginning.]
g. “The two shall become one flesh” - God’s original intent.

h. A man shall leave and cleave – They are to stick together like glue.

i. God has joined or “yoked” together – Marriage is a divine invention and institution defined by God that exists between one man and one women, period! 
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Man ought not separate or place a large space between the two.

k. Divorce and remarriage causes adultery and defiles the land.
2. Teaching His Disciples about Children  (10:13-16) 
a. Bringing children to Jesus so that He may touch them.

b. The disciples rebuking the crowd for bringing the children to Jesus.

c. The Kingdom of God belongs to children who come to Him, “such as these”.

d. Unless someone receives the Kingdom with simple child like faith, He will not enter it at all – “Faith Alone in Christ Alone” – simple trust and humble dependence.
e. Jesus took the children 1) in His arms; 2) blessed them; 3) laid hands on them.
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3. Teaching His Disciple about Inheriting Eternal Life  (10:17-31)

a. The Man

1) His Person - 1) “a man” (MK); “someone” (MT); “a ruler” (LK);  2) He owned much property (MK-MT); He was extremely rich (LK);  3) He was young (MT). Thus, he is “The Rich Young Ruler”. Must likely he inherited his great wealth. 
2) His Action – He ran up and knelled.
b.   The Teacher

“Good Teacher” (MK-LK); “Teacher” (MT); “Master” (KJV)
c.   The Question

“what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (Mk-LK); “what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?” (MT). – He thought he could do something good enough to merit eternal life. “His question does not distinguish between entrance into the kingdom and enrichment in it. He sees both facets as meritorious.”

d.   The Answer [with a question] – Jesus does not answer his question directly. What Jesus is attempting to do is called pre-evangelism – showing the man his need of a Divine Savior and that he cannot save himself by his own goodness. Jesus first challenges the ruler’s perception of Him and then his understanding of eternal life:
1) “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except for God alone” (MK-LK); "Why are you asking Me about what is good?” There is only One who is good;” (MT) – “If only God is qualifies as good. Jesus’ question all but confirms His own identity as God.”

2) “You know the commandments” (MK-LK) – Jesus recites the second part of the Decalogue – “love your neighbor as yourself” (MT). Mark adds “do not defraud” (Lev. 19:13) – that is what rich people do; Jesus leaves off the last command, “Do not covet” – the root of all sin. 
“If you wish to enter into life, [by doing something] keep the commandments.” Then he said, “Which ones?” (MT). [He had no assurance of salvation].
Jesus could have said, “You must keep all of them, perfectly.” But of course no one can because, “There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins.” (Eccl. 7:20); “For all have sinned… (Rom. 3:23)
Jesus could have said, “You cannot do anything to receive or inherit eternal life, but simply believe on Me, and you shall have eternal life” (John 3:16; 6:47).

But, the man was not ready to believe, his self righteousness and riches blinded him to the message of faith alone in Christ alone. Instead, Jesus directs the man to the Law, God’s standard of righteousness against which one must measure in order to determine one’s condition.

e.   The Response [of the Rich Young Ruler]
“I have kept all these things” [Wrong Answer!] – He should have said, “Lord, I am a sinner, have mercy on me!” He still does not comprehend his need for a Savior.
f.   The Reply [of Jesus] – Jesus presses him even further, to the breaking point.
“Go and sell all you possess and give them to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me” - It sounds like the requirements for discipleship - “Deny yourself, take up your cross and come follow Me.” – Is He saying, “Give your life to Jesus”? And then you will be saved? Yes and No. It depends on the type of salvation He is referring. Entrance into the present possession of eternal life [God’s kingdom] is received by faith alone in Christ alone, plus not one thing. Taking possession of the future enrichment of eternal life requires giving your life in service for Christ, that’s discipleship.
g.   The Reaction [of the Rich Young Ruler]
He was saddened and went away grieving for he owned much property. The rule was not willing to come to Christ for either kind of eternal life. His great riches posed an obstacle to belief. 
h.   The Reaction [of Jesus] - Jesus now turns his comments toward His disciples. The narrative transitions from the rich rule’s need to believe in Jesus to the recompense that faithful believers can expect.
It is hard for the wealthy to enter the Kingdom of God – This is a classic understatement. Unlike children, who have nothing to give, the wealthy have much to give and rely on their own riches, rather than the rich mercies of God.

i.    The Reaction [of the Disciples]
They were amazed / astonished - They were under the false assumption that the rich must be good, for God must have blessed them for being so.
j.    The Comparison [of extremes]
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle…” which is impossible. - It is impossible then for a self righteous, self reliant man to enter the kingdom of God. 

k.   The Reaction [of the Disciples]
They were even more astonished – exceedingly astonished; beyond measure. 
l.    The Question 
Who can be saved? – No one can be saved [by human effort]. 
m.   The Answer

“All things are possible with God.” – Anyone can be saved [by divine will], even a rich man, i.e.: Zacchaeus (See Luke 19:1-10). And he only gave away half of all he possessed.
n.   The Assessment [of Peter]

“Behold, we have left everything and followed You” - 
o.   The Appraisal

Because you have denied yourself and followed me, you will have treasures in heaven and on earth, one hundred times as much, this is eternal life - This cannot refer to the gift of eternal life conditioned on simple belief. The emphasis is not on the present possession, but its future potential fullness.
“God grants this gift in the present the very instant anyone believes in Jesus (see John 5:24). The promise here therefore refers to a future reward—enhanced enjoyment of eternal life in the coming kingdom—as well as in the present time.”

“While all believers have everlasting life, only those who endure in their service for Christ will inherit a full experience of everlasting life (cf. Gal. 6:7-9; 1 Tim. 6:12, 19)”.

“many who are first shall be last and the last shall be first.” - Many who have much is this life will have less than those who had little.

“The first refers to those who desire to be first on earth by living for self. They avoid discipleship and will therefore be last in greatness in the kingdom… those who are last on earth because of following Christ… will be honored and rewarded with being first in the kingdom.”

4. Teaching His Disciples about His Suffering, Death and Resurrection  (10:32-34)

a. On the road up to Jerusalem – the final approach.

b. Jesus walking ahead of them – He was leading them.
c. Those who followed were amazed and fearful – The disciples were aware of the hostility of religious leaders -- This was their territory.
d. For the third and final time Jesus tells His disciples of His coming suffering, death and resurrection. He gives some additional details: He will be handed over to the Gentiles who will mock, scourge, spit and kill Him. – The Jews could have stone Jesus for blasphemy, but they were afraid of the people and could not prove it. So they sought false civil charges, claiming Jesus was leading an insurrection against Rome. This they failed to prove as well. But in the end they pressured Pilate to give them what they wanted, all according to God’s plan. Both Jews and Gentiles [the whole world] were responsible for His death.
5.  Teaching His Disciples about Becoming First and Great  (10:35-45)
a. “The Great Request” (by James and John) -- “we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You… Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory.” – They asked for the places of highest honor and authority in His glory. “They supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately” (Luke 11:11)
[Matthew added that their mother came and spoke for them (20:20-21). She was Salome, the sister of Jesus Mother, Mary, Jesus’ aunt.]
b. Jesus’ Responds -- “You do not know what you are asking.” – Most people completely fail to understand the role of suffering which leads to rewards in the kingdom.
c. Jesus’ Question -- “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" – Jesus gives two metaphors describing His own suffering that reveals that His own glory is preceded by suffering.
The cup refers to His own blood / death – “It was a common Jewish metaphor either for joy or for divine judgment against sin.”

The baptism refers to a complete identification with God’s will – “Being underwater was an Old Testament picture of being overwhelmed by calamity.”
 – Jesus was going to be faced with bearing the burden of God’s judgment on sin which involved overwhelming suffering.
d. The Disciples Foolish Answer – they brashly respond, “We are able”.
e. Jesus’ Somber Answer – One thing is certain, suffering and death await them.

James was slain by Herod (Acts 12:2). John was banish to the Island to Patmos, a companion in the suffering for the kingdom with patience endurance (Rev. 1:7)
f. The Reaction of the Other Disciples -- “ignition”.
g. Jesus’ Teaching Moment -- “Calling them to Himself.” – Jesus contrasts greatness in this world with greatness in the Kingdom.
The Way of the World –- Rules of the Gentiles and great men, “lord it over” and “exercise great authority over” the people. They dominate, oppress and exploit people for their own ends. 
The Way Among You – True greatness is the result by becoming a servant of all – “A disciple is to serve others, not his own interest, voluntarily and sacrificially.”

h. Jesus’ Example – He gave His life as a ransom and substitute for sin.
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Ransom – “” - the price paid for the freedom of a slave. 
Substitution – “for many” – “” means, “instead of” or “in the place of”. Jesus’ substitutionary death paid the price that sets people free from sin and death.
6. Healing Bartimaeus, a Blind Beggar of Jericho  (10:46-52) 
a. Entering and/or leaving Jericho? (MK 10:46 - LK 18:35)
b. “a blind beggar, Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road.” He may have been known by the readers. Luke does not mention his name, while Matthew mentions that there were two blind men.
c. “Jesus, the Nazarene, is passing by” (Luke 18:36).
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“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Isaiah 35:5)
e. Be quiet!

f. Crying out all the more, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

g. Jesus is calling.
h. Throwing aside his cloak, jumping up and coming to Jesus.
i. “What do you want Me to do for you?” (See 11:36)
j. Rabboni – “My Great Master” or “Master Teacher” (John 20:16). Rabbi - “didaskalos”
k. “I want to see!” literally “regain my sight”.

l. Go, your faith has made you well – He received physical and spiritual salvation.
m. Immediately, he regained his sight and followed Jesus.
III. The Ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ Accomplished – 11:1 – 16:20
     The first section primarily focused on Jesus Christ as the powerful Son of God. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee and Perea are now over. At this point, the narrative of The Week of the Passion begins, focusing on Jesus as the Suffering Servant. It concludes with the story of the Resurrection.

     “The last week of Jesus Christ’s ministry begins on Palm Sunday and ends on Easter Sunday (11:1-16:8). During the first four days from Sunday to Wednesday, Jesus enters Jerusalem and immediately encounters antagonist religious leaders. Jesus teaches about their errors and gives a warning of the future tribulation.”
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A.  Christ’s Ministry in Jerusalem  (11:1 – 13:37)
1.  The Entry of Christ into Jerusalem and the Temple  (11:1-11) [Sunday]
a. Preparing to Enter Jerusalem  (11:1-7)
1) Drawing close to Jerusalem, Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives.
2) Sending two disciples.
3) You will find a [new] colt, loose it and bring it to Me. [Matthew mentions a donkey with her colt.]
4) If anyone questions you, say the Lord has need of it. Jesus was borrowing the animal(s).
5) Everything occurred just as Jesus had commanded - This shows Christ knowledge of things distant and His power over the wills of men.
6) Jesus sits on the colt and fulfills Zechariah 9:9 (MT 21:4-5) – [He shows dominion over creatures.]
“These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him.” (John 12:16)

b. Approaching Jerusalem  (11:8-10) – [Reception and Rejection]
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1) Spreading cloths and leafy [palm] branches out before Him. According to John a large crowd from Jerusalem went out to meet Him (JN 12:12). Luke states that the precession began near the place where the road goes down the Mt. of Olives (19:37). Palm branches where an emblem of joy and victory, and thus peace that resulted (Isaiah 11:1f; Jeremiah 33:14-16) 
“This was the way in which conquerors and princes were often honored.”

2) People crying out before and after Him… [“the crowd of disciples began to joyfully praise God with loud voices” (LK 19:37)].
Hosanna – Hebrew original, “Save now!” or “Save, I beg you!”
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD; (Psalm 118:25-26) [Mt. 23:39] – Blessed, “eulogeo” – “to speak well of”; “praise”.
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; (Jeremiah 33:15-17; Ezekiel 37:24-28; Amos 9:11-12; LK 1:31-32)
Hosanna in the highest! – “Save now, You that dwells in the highest heaven.”; "Save now, O thou supremely great and glorious God; save by the Messiah that comes in thy name.”

Luke states that the Pharisees tell Jesus to rebuke His disciples to keep silent. The religious leaders of Jerusalem reject their claim.
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Matthew adds that the whole city was stirred, asking, “Who is this?” Answer, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee,” not Jesus the King, from the line of David, of Bethlehem who comes to establish His Kingdom.
Jesus prophesies that the city of Jerusalem would be left desolate because “you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you." (Luke 19:41-44) 
c. Entering and Departing Jerusalem  (11:11)
1) Jesus enters Jerusalem and the Temple.

2) Jesus looks all around and then leaves for Bethany - Jesus does not stay in Jerusalem during the night. “His actions on the following day are not impulsive; they are a planned demonstration to interrupt religious business as usual.”

[MT and LK give the impression that Jesus entered the Temple and cleansed it that same day, “Sunday”. But, Mark clearing states that the cleansing does not occur until the next day, “Monday morning”.]
2.   Cursing the Fig Tree and Cleansing the Temple  (11:12-19) [Monday]
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Mark’s interweaving of the stories of the fig tree and the temple is meant to be viewed together as a condemnation of Israel.
a. Cursing the Fig Tree  (11:12-14) – Jesus’ only destructive miracle. 
1) Jesus was hunger – He was fully human.
2) Expecting to find figs and finding none – Though figs were not fully rip until May or June, leaves appearing would have small green figs that could be eaten. Jesus hoped for some of these early figs. The leaves picture a flourishing external religion but producing no internal fruit of righteousness and goodness. [A picture of many churches today? (Rev. 3:17)]
3) Jesus spoke to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again!" -  The curse anticipates God’s judgment on Israel for unbelief.
4) The disciples were listening.
b. Cleansing the Temple  (11:15-19) 
1) Jesus enters Jerusalem and the Temple [in the court of Gentiles].
2) Driving out buyers and sellers – Jesus was not condemning the activity of simply supplying and purchasing of animals for sacrifice or for the exchanging of money, but the corruption of these practices through greed and extortion. It had become a “Money Making Religion”. 
3) Overturning the tables of the money changers and the seats of the dove sellers – Worshippers were forced to exchange their money (for a fee) in order to purchase an overpriced temple-approved sacrificial animal. 
4) Preventing merchandise to be carried through the temple – These transactions should have been taking place outside the temple proper.
5) Jesus began to teach from the Word, God said, the temple is a house of prayer, but you have made it a robbers den (Jeremiah 7:11).
6) Evening came and they left the city.
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The Withered Fig Tree  (11:20-26) - [Tuesday] 
1) Seeing the withered fig tree.
2) Rabbi, “Look, the fig tree that you cursed” – The disciples were amazed by this miracle. Jesus uses this opportunity to teach His disciples about what they could and will accomplish by trusting God.
     The coming of the kingdom was promised by John and Jesus. The promise produced a desire in the disciples to be great in God’s kingdom. And they believed that it would appear at any moment (LK 19:11; Acts 1:6). Now they would need to exercise faith in God in light of its delay along with the judgment of Israel, the destruction of the temple mount. (Zech. 4:7)
3) “Have faith in God” and…
a) Remove this mountain (Mt. of Olives, Mt. Zion, Israel?); Sea = nations? 
“unless you doubt”
b) Have all things granted to you when you pray
“unless you fail to forgiving others. 
3. Teaching in the Temple  (11:27- 12:44) 
On Tuesday the leaders of Israel confront Jesus as He is teaching in the temple. In the end they are more determined than ever to dispose of Him.
a. Questioning Jesus’ Authority  (11:27-33)
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1) Walking in the Temple.
2) Confronted by the chief priest, scribes and elders – the three main groups of the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish Court of Justice in Jerusalem. Jesus would later appear before them, “the Council of Elders”, on early Friday morning to stand trial for claiming to be the Christ (LK 22:66). Peter and John would also appear before them for proclaiming Jesus as the one whom they had crucified and whom God raised from the dead (Acts 4:5f).
3) “By what authority do you do these things?” – These things refer to accepting the proclamation of the people as the King of David, to the cleansing of the temple, and to teaching in the temple.
4) Jesus answers their question with a question of his own, (a recognized ploy in debate.) -- “Was the baptism of John from heaven (God) or from men?”
5) Reasoning among themselves, not the Scriptures - They did not believe that John the Baptist or Jesus was from God. They were more concerned about what men thought than what God thought.
6)  “We do not know.” – Their answer sidesteps His question and they fail to gain any ammunition from Jesus to aid them in their plot to kill Him.
b. The Parable of the Vine Growers  (12:1-12) 
1) [image: image63.jpg]


A man/owner (God) plants a vineyard (Israel) - [Isaiah 5:1-7].
2) He places a hedge/fence around it, dug a wine vat, builds a tower, (God’s general care of the people) rents it to vine-growers (elders of Israel), and then goes on a journey (heaven).
3) At the harvest, the man of the vineyard sends servants (prophets) to collect the produce (righteous living) of the land (God expects fruit, MK 11:13).
4) The vine-growers beat the first servant, and sent him away with nothing in return. 
5) Again, the man sends another servant. The vine-growers wound him in the head and treat him shamefully.
6) The man sends another and he is killed by the vine-growers.

7) And so many others the man sends and the vine-growers beat some and kill others (Matthew 23:34, 37a)
8) Lastly, the man sends his beloved son (MK 1:11; 9:7), saying they will respect him.
9) The vine-growers plot to kill the son, thinking that they will be able to take possession of the vineyard.

10) So, the vine-growers killed the son (MT 27:20-25; LK 23:23-24; Acts 2:23; 7:51-52) and through his body outside the vineyard (HEB 13:12).
11) Jesus asks the elders a question. “What will the owner of the vineyard do?”

12) [Jesus replies in MK, the elders reply in MT], “The owner will return and destroy the vine-growers” (AD 70) and rent the vineyard to “others” (Gentiles, Church, or a future generation of Jews) – [Romans 11:19-24].

13) The elders of Israel insisted that this shall never be (LK 20:16). Jesus predicted it shall certainly be (MK 13:2).
“Jesus, having led them to admit the justice of the great "principle" on which God was about to act toward THEM proceeds to apply it by a text of Scripture, declaring that this very thing which they admitted to be proper in the case of the "husbandmen" had been predicted respecting THEMSELVES.”

14) The elders and scribes (the so-called experts in the Law) ought to of known what was predicted long ago (Psalm 118:22-23).
15) The stone (Jesus) which the builders (elders) rejected, this became the chief corner stone (Isaiah 28:16). It is according to God’s wonderful plan.

16) They wanted to get Him right then, but they feared the people so they left Him and went away.
c. Jesus Answers the Pharisees and the Herodians Concerning Paying Taxes to Caesar  (12:13-17)
A Judas of Galilee staged a revolt in AD 6, but was quickly put down. The spirit of the revolt lived on in the Zealot movement. In AD 66 this mentality produced another revolt that led to the siege and destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.
The Complainants – “they sent” – an official delegation of the Sanhedrin to trap Him in His words – “an unguarded statement they could use against Him.”
1) The Pharisees  were anti-tax and objected to foreign rule
2) The Herodians were pro-tax and supported foreign rule through the Herods.
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The Flattery

3) “You are truthful”
“You defer to no one”
“You are not partial to any”
“You teach the way of God in truth” 
The Bait – They used the form of a loaded question intended to ensnare.
4) “Is it lawful to pay the poll tax to Caesar” – Was paying the tax to Caesar equivalent to giving allegiance or even worship to the emperor of Rome? “Taxes” – a Latin word meaning “census”. It refers to the annual head tax demanded by the Roman emperor from all Jews since AD 6.
The Reply
5) “knowing their hypocrisy” – Even though the Pharisees opposed the tax they still used the coins and paid the tax themselves. The Herodians who were publically in favor of the tax, did they cheat?

6) Testing Jesus – “Why Me?”; “tempted” – Satan tempted Jesus (MT 4:11); the leaders had tempted Him before (MK 8:11; John 8:6); their fathers tempt Him (Heb. 3:9).
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A denarius – “a penny” (KJV); A small silver coin, about a day’s wage.
8) The image and the inscription “Tiberius Caesar Augustus, son of the divine Augustus.” – It recognized Caesar as deity and high priest. 
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“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” “Render”, to give or payback; reward (used 49x’s in NT). – God’s people have political responsibilities and spiritual ones. 
“This tax was a debt they owed to Caesar for use of his money and the other benefits of his rule… Indeed the emperor must receive his due, but not more than that; he must not receive the divine honor and worship he claimed. Those are due only to God.”

We bear God’s image, therefore we give ourselves allegiance to God. 
The Reflection

10) They marveled and left Him.
11) To Mark’s readers this incident was relevant, indicating that Christianity did not foster disloyalty to the state.
d. Jesus Answers the Sadducees Concerning Resurrection  (12:18-27) 
The Complainants
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The Sadducees – They were fewer in number, but were very popular with the prominent priestly family and influential in the Sanhedrin. They only considered the Pentateuch, “The book of Moses”, “The Law”, as authoritative. They did not believe in the resurrection of the body or of the spirit, but in the annihilation of the soul/life. They denied the existences of angels (Acts 23:8).
The Bait
2) “Moses wrote,” (Deuteronomy 25:5-10)
3) Seven brothers and one wife - Their fabricated story was meant to discredit Jesus and ridicule belief in the resurrection.
The Reply - Jesus used a two-pronged counter-question. Jesus cited two reasons why the Sadducees were greatly mistaken – “planao”, to wander (from the truth); to be deceived; delusional; a) they did not understanding the Scriptures – their true meaning, not merely their content; and b) they did not know the power of God – His power to overcome death and give life. Jesus answers them in reverse.
They Do Not Know the Power of God

4) “when they rise from the dead” not “if” - He affirms His belief in the resurrection.
5) In the resurrection life people “will neither marry” – The Sadducees wrongly assumed that marriage would resume after the resurrection. They will be like the angels in heaven. People will be immortal beings in God’s presence forever. 
“God will establish a whole new order of life after death and resolve all apparent difficulties. In short, their question was irrelevant.”

They Do Not Understand the Scriptures

6) “have you not read in the book of Moses” – The Sadducees wrongly alleged that the idea of a resurrection was absent from the Pentateuch.
7) “I am the God of Abraham… Isaac… and Jacob” – Notice present tense. The Patriarchs were still alive and continuing to have a relationship with them. He is a living God and a God of the living/resurrected. 
e. Jesus Answers a Scribe Concerning What is the Greatest Commandment  (12:28-34)

1) The Scribe – After silencing the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together to lay a new plan to ensnare Jesus (Matthew 22:36), “a Pharisee, and expert in the Law,” came forward. 
2) The Assessment – The scribe recognized that Jesus answered the Sadducees trick question with wisdom and a proper understanding of the written Law. Matthew states that when the crowd heard Jesus’ responds they were astonished. They had not heard a rebuttal to the Sadducees question before. "No one ever spoke the way this man does," the guards declared (John 7:46).
3) The Question [tested Him] - "What commandment is the foremost of all? – The Jews had divided the Law into greater and smaller commandments, but had not determined which was the greatest of the greater commandments. Some Pharisees were extremely diligent in keeping some of the smaller commandments, i.e. tithing, but failed to keep the greater commandments.
4) The Answer – “Hear O Israel” – A command given to the nation of Israel. It is the greatest commandment of the Old Testament. (Leviticus 19:18; Galatians 5:14).
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The Reply – “The LORD our God is one LORD” A statement about his uniqueness and the sole reason for worshipping Him alone, because “there is no other” Deuteronomy 4:39; Isaiah 44:8; 45:14, 18; 1 Sam 15:22; Proverbs 21:3; Jeremiah 7:21-23; Hosea 6:6; Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 9:13; 12:7; Psalms 51:17. 
 “If Yahweh was the "only" God, then they ought not to love any other being supremely-then they might not bow down before any idol.”
 

6) “love the LORD with all your heart “kardia”… all you soul “psuche”… all your mind “dianoia’… all you strength “ischus”. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5)
7) “And love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18)
8) “sacrifices of bulls and goats does not take away sin” (Hebrews 10:4) - Apparently some of the Pharisees believed that to sacrifice is the greatest commandment. Not that sacrifices were not important but not as important as love of God and neighbor.
9) “you are not far from the kingdom” – he was almost ready to believe the gospel.
 “This shows that a proper understanding of the Old Testament, of its laws and requirements, would prepare the mind for Christianity, and suit a person at once to embrace it when presented.”
 

10) A New Commandment – “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another,” (John 13:34) “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another,” (1 John 3:23)
11) No more questions – None even dared. They were completely silenced.
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Jesus’ Question Concerning the Identity of the Christ (12:35-37)

Jesus asks two questions of His own. These questions expose the scribes’ own lack of understanding concerning the Christ, Messiah. 
1) Question: “The Christ, whose son is He?” 

2) Answer: The Scribes easily say that the Christ is the son of David (MT 2:1-6; 22:41-42). It was common knowledge that the Christ would come from David’s family (John 7:42). The Christ is prophesied in the OT to be the Son of David (1 Chronicles 17:11-15; Psalm 89:3-4, 34-38; Isaiah 9:7; 11:1; 16:5; 55:3-4.) Jesus is often identified to be the son of David in the NT. (MT 1:1; 9:27; MK 10:47-48; LK 1:29-33; Romans 1:3; 2 Timothy 2:8; Revelation 5.5).
3) Fact: David himself calls the Christ, his son, Lord – see Psalm 110,
“The LORD “Yahweh” says (to the son of David), my Lord “Adonia” sit at my right hand until I destroy your enemies and extend your kingdom.” (110:1)
4) Question: “If David calls Him Lord, how is He also his son?” - How can He be both the son of David and the Lord of David?
5) Answer: The Pharisees had no answer (MT 22:46) - The refused to acknowledge the only possible explanation, that the Christ is both human and divine,
“If he was then David's lord if he was his superior-if he had an existence at that time how could he be descended from him? They could not answer him. Nor is there any way of answering the question but by the admission that the Messiah was divine as well as human; that he had an existence at the time of David, and was his lord and master, his God and king, and that as man he was descended from him.”

     The Jewish leaders refused to believe the testimony of Jesus, or the testimony of the Father (John 8:18). They neither knew who Jesus was nor the Father, because they were of their father, the devil, a liar and a murderer (8:42-47). They accused Jesus of being an illegitimate child, a Samaritan and demon possessed (8:40, 48), not the Son of David. They asked, “Where is your father?” (8:19); they could have checked the public register to verify the genealogy of Jesus, as a legitimate son of David.  Today, unbelieving Jews are looking for another Messiah “the Moshia” a savior, but a mere man, not the God/Man, the Lord Jesus. They are still in the dark, yet two blind men screamed out to Jesus as the son of David and now see (Mark 10:46-52).
6) A large crowd enjoyed, “took pleasure in” listening to Jesus.
g. Jesus’ Warning Concerning the Scribes (12:38-40)
Jesus first exposed the scribes lack of understand. He now exposes their lack of proper conduct. “Beware of the scribes…” – Don’t be like them. 
1) The Scribes “like” – “desire, love, delight or take pleasure in”
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a)  “to walk around in long robes” – Along with long tassels and phylacteries (small leather boxes) were originally intended to remind them to obey God’s Law, but were made extra large to be seen by men.
b)  “respectful greetings in the market places” – Titles and superiority – “Rabbi, Teacher, Father”. 
c)  “chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets” -  Reserved for persons of special honor. They were on a raised platform with the Torah scroll facing the congregation so that everyone could see them.
The Scribes were consumed with public attention and notoriety. They exhibited self-exalting behavior (Contrast MK 10:43-44; LK 18:14).
2) The Scribes “devour widows’ houses” – “Because of their expertise in the Law, scribes were noted for their abilities in business and administration. This lead to their appointment as trustees for widows and orphans.”
 They could then take advantage of the emotionally and economically distressed by taking control of their remaining financial resources.
3) The Scribes “for appearance sake offer long prayers” – With false motives attempt to impress others of their piety and gain access into widows’ houses.
4) The Scribes “will receive a greater condemnation.” – Because of their religious pretense, hypocrisy and greed they will receive a more severe punishment.
h. Jesus’ Observation Concerning Giving (12:41-44)
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Jesus sat down and observed how people were putting money into the temple treasury. “In that court there were fixed a number of places or coffers, made with a large open mouth in the shape of a trumpet, for the purpose of receiving the offerings of the people; and the money thus contributed was devoted to the service of the temple-to incense, sacrifices, etc.”

1) The Rich – They placed large sums into the drums with much fanfare (MT 6:2). The rich give “out of their abundance”: therefore it does not cost them very much - 10%.
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2) The Poor - A widow put in two small coins “mites” which equal a “quadrans”, the smallest Roman copper coin. The widow gave everything she had 100%. 
“The value of a gift is not the amount but the dedication and joyfulness of the giver. It cost the widow more to give because she only had a little compared to the rich… And she gave not expecting praise and honor from men, but out of gratitude to God and the joy of giving back to Him. It is not the amount a person gives, but how and why he gives which is the true estimation of one’s offering.”

4. Teaching About the Destruction of the Temple and Things to Come – “The Olivet Discourse” (13:1-37)
a. Questions Concerning the Destruction of the Temple  (13:1-4)

The Observation: “behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!”
“Nor has there been, either in ancient or modern times, a sacred building equal to the temple, whether for situation or magnificence.”

“Rabbinic literature is not particularly favorable to Herod. Nevertheless, concerning Herod’s temple it states, “He who never saw Herod’s edifice has never in his life seen a beautiful building.”

Jesus had pronounced Jerusalem’s doom, “Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!” [A deserted place] (MT 23:38). So, perhaps the disciples were thinking of Jesus’ words when they observe the city from the Mt. of Olives, “Is it really true all these wonderful buildings are going to be left deserted?”
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The Pronouncement: "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down." – This speaks of the totally of the predicted destruction. It was fulfilled after the Jews rebelled against the Romans. Jerusalem was taken A.D. 70 by Titus, son of the emperor Vespasian (A.D. 69-79). An ex-combatant and eye-witness, Josephus records in his History of the Jewish War, “the city was so completely razed to the ground as to leave future visitors to the spot no reason to believe that it had ever been inhabited” (VII. 1-3).
The Questions: 1) “when will these things be, and 2) what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?
“All these things” points to a broader, more comprehensive meaning, and by no means limits the events to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The disciples interpret Jesus’ words of Jerusalem’s fall as also referring to the end of the age / world. In this they were partially correct, but Jesus is also going to show them that a lengthy time would intervene between Jerusalem’s fall and the culmination of the age, climaxed by His second coming.
“There is indeed a connection between the judgment to be executed upon the Jewish nation for rejecting the Christ and the final judgment on the day of consummation of all things. The first was a type, a foreshadowing or adumbration, of the second.”

b. Warnings Concerning the Tribulation  (13:5-13)
The signs mentioned are generally true throughout the church age, but are particularly descriptive of the period just prior to destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 and the Tribulation period, “Daniel’s 70th Week” (Daniel 9:24-27). They also seem be parallel to the seven seals of Revelation 6-7, but not in the same order.
Three Tribulations Periods Predicted for Israel in Scripture:
1) The Desecration of the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes in 167 B.C.
2) The Desecration of the Temple and Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70.
3) The Desecration of the Temple by the anti-Christ in the Future A.D. 20__?
The first two tribulations are types of the final Tribulation. What is true of the final tribulation was true of the first two, at least in part.

We are dealing with prophetic passages were two, or even more, events are viewed as if they were one. This is common throughout the Old Testament (See Isaiah 11:1-4 and 61:1-2). From the author’s perspective the Tribulation is seen as one single historical event, but actually has multiply fulfillments. The two momentous events are intertwined:

 a) The Initial Fulfillment - a matter of the immediate future – tribulation and judgment upon Jerusalem in A.D. 70.

b) The Later Fulfillment – an unknown distant future – tribulation climaxed by the final judgment at the close of world history.
Signs of the Beginning of the End
1)   Many False Christ – People claiming to be the Savior of the world.
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2)  Wars and Rumors of Wars – “nations rising up against nations…” 
4) Earthquakes in Various Places – Luke adds, “There will be terrors and great signs from heaven” (LK 21:11) - Natural disasters galore. 
5)  Famines – Most famines are caused by wars and natural disasters.
6)  Disciples of Jesus Appearing before Jewish and Gentile Courts – There have been a large increase in martyrs for the Christian Faith in the last century. Paul says, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
7)  The Worldwide Proclamation of the Gospel – The great missionary movement of the last century and a half has brought the Gospel to more nations and people than ever before. But still 1/3 of the world has never heard the name of Jesus.
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“These are the beginnings of birth pangs” [Tribulation] – They mark the beginning of the end, but not the very end. Taken individually they could be “mistaken signs” of the end, so, don’t be mislead. They are “not yet the end” (13:7). They are signs that He indeed is returning and that His return could be at any moment. “So, you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door” (MT 24:33).
“The events here indicated have significance. They are stepping stones leading to the final goal. By means of them the end of the age is both foreshadowed and brought closer… toward the end of the present dispensation the indicated disturbances will occur together, will probably be more numerous, extensive, and fearful than ever before (LK 21:11, 25, 26) and are going to take place in connection with the great tribulation that will usher in the parousia (coming), we may conclude that it would not be unreasonable to call the final outbreak of these terrors “concurrent or accompanying signs.”

Instructions Concerning the Signs

“Do not be mislead” or “deceived” (13:5)
“Do not be frightened” (13:7)
“Be on your guard” or “be aware of” (13:9)
“Do not worry” (13:11)
“The one who endures to the end, he will be saved” – The believer who stands firm during these tribulation days will physically be saved to live to see the coming of the LORD, even though many will be martyred.
c. Warnings Concerning the Great Tribulation  (13:14-27)
1) The Sign of the Great Tribulation – “The Abomination of Desolation” (13:14-23)
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Daniel prophesied that there is coming a ruler who would arise and cause an “abomination which causes desolation” or “the desolating sacrilege”. (Daniel 9:27; 11:31-45) “It is called a sacrilege because it defames or pollutes what is holy. Because of this it render desolate”

The first ruler to desecrate the Temple was Antiochus Epiphanes by erecting a pagan altar over the altar of burnt-offering and offering a pig as a sacrifice.

The second was fulfilled by the presence of idolatrous legions of Rome. 
Instructions Concerning the Sign
· “Flee to the mountains” (13:14) – Go immediately and don’t turn back.
· “Pray” (13:18) – Rely on the LORD for your safety.
· “Do not believe in false claims of the appearance of the Christ” (13:21) – 
“Anyone” – “the enemies of God” want to physically kill “the elect” or “the chosen” - [ meaning “the Jews” by luring them out of hiding by saying to them “your Savior is here or there”. [Israel is called God’s chosen in Duet. 4:37; 7:6; 10:15; 14:2; 1 Kings 3:8; 1 Chron. 16:13; Psalm 78:68; 89:3; 105:6,43; 135:4; Isaiah 41:8-9; 45:4; Ezekiel 20:5; Amos 3:1-2].
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The Reason: If Satan can physically kill all the Jews then the Christ has no one to save. The promise by God to Abraham that his decedents will become of a great nation is nullified. Therefore, God is the loser and a liar, and Satan is the winner. However, this is NOT possible, that the elect as a whole will be lead astray and destroyed, “all Israel will be saved!” (Romans 11:26; Isaiah 45:17)
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“Take heed” (13:23) – those living during those days have an advanced warning.
b) “Those days will be a time of tribulation such as not occurred since the beginning of the creation, until now, or ever will be” – “The Greatest Tribulation Ever!” (Daniel 7-12; Revelation 8-16). 
c) “Unless the Lord shortened those days no life would have been saved…” –
Things will be so bad that primarily for the sake of Israel the LORD will cut short the number of days or the days themselves will be shorter so as the save the physical lives of all those living upon the earth.
The LORD says, “So I will act on behalf of My servants in order not to destroy all of them” (Isaiah 65:8-9). God will save a remnant of Israel, “Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty day” (Revelation 12:6).
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The Purpose of the Great Tribulation for Israel – “When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter days you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice. ‘For the LORD your God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to them.” (Deuteronomy 4:30-31).
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The Sign of His Return (13:24-27)
a) “But in those days, after that tribulation” – What happens next follows the days of the great tribulation described in verse 14-23.
[If these events describe only what was to occur in A.D. 70 then Jesus should have returned shortly thereafter. The fact that He did not return at that time supports the double fulfillment view, and His appearance is still future.]
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A Cosmic Disappearance – “The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give it light, and the stars will fall from heaven and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken”. (Isaiah 13:9-10; 34:4) These things will happen just “before the coming of the great and awesome [dreadful] day of the LORD.” (Joel 2:10; 30-31). 
c) A Divine Appearance - “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory” – “This is “The Sign” of His coming, a no doubter sign.
When - “Then” or “At that time,” which no one knows the exact day or hour, Christ shall suddenly appear in great brilliance in the midst of total darkness (Isaiah 9:1-7; Zechariah 14:1-14).
Where - “in/on the clouds”, or “in the heavens/the sky” – clouds signifies divine presence - “He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." (MK 8:38; 14:62; MT 24:30; LK 21:27; Daniel 7:13-14; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:7b-10a; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-16)
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Who - “they” are those who delivered you to the courts (13:9), and those who arrested you and hand you over (13:11), and they are “all the nations of the earth (MT 24:30) Matthew adds they “will mourn”. Luke says men will be anguish and perplexity, and will faint with terror (LK 21:25-26). The Day of Judgment has come. But it is also a day of salvation, “But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near" (LK 21:28).
d) An Angelic Sending – “And then He will send forth the angels…” Though not mentioned here, the angels are also sent out to weed out and separate the wicked from the righteous (MT 13:41, 49) so that they may stand before the Son of Man and be judged (25:31-46). These are all those who are still living upon the earth.
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A Gathering Together of the Elect – “will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven.” Matthew adds “with a loud trumpet” (24:31).
This is a reference to the gathering of Israel from all the nations from which they have been dispersed, “And will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth” (Isaiah 11:12) [Also see Deuteronomy 30:3-5; Jeremiah 31:7-9; Ezekiel 11:16-17; 20:33-35,41). They will be Jews who have believed in Jesus and are then saved, spiritually and physically from the wrath of God.
[The “Rapture”, a Latin term meaning “to be caught up”, which Paul calls a mystery (1 Corinthians 15:51), [something that has not been previously revealed], is also called a gathering (2 Thessalonians 2:1). However, Mark 13:27 is NOT a reference to the Rapture or to the gathering of “the Church”, which is an elect group of believers, made up of both Jews and Gentiles in one body. Nor is the term, “elect” a reference to the redeemed of all ages – past, present, and future.]
d. A Warning Concerning the Parable from the Fig Tree (13:28-32)
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The Lesson - “Now learn the parable…” 
a) “the fig tree”; “and all the trees” (LK 21:29) 
b) “when the branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves”
c) “summer is near”

2) The Application – “Even so…”
a) “when you see these things happening” – the beginning signs, the sign of the end, and the sign of His appearing.
b) “He is near, right at the door”.
3) The Emphatic Truth – “Truly I say to you…” – Know this:
a) “this generation” of Jews - a wicked, murderous generation that rejected Christ (MT 11:16; 12:41-42; MK 18:12; 13:30; LK 7:30; 11:29-31, 50; 17:25) – It is preferable in this context to understand it as having a double reference to (1) the Jews living at Jesus’ time (MT 23:36) and (2) the Jews who will be living at the time of the end.
b) “will not pass away” – an emphatic double negative – “certainly not” (NIV) or “by no means” (NKJV) - until all these things take place.” – God promises to preserve the nation of Israel, through every circumstance. 
c) “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My word will not pass away” – The universe is not eternal, only the LORD and His Word lasts forever.
4) The Concealed Truth – On one knows this:
a) “that day” – It is widely understood to refer to the Second Coming. Paul calls “that day” the day of the appearing of Savior Christ Jesus (2 Thess. 1:10; 2 Timothy 2:10-12, 18; 4:8). Or “that day” could refer to “all these things” - “The Day of the LORD” - the Tribulation, Christ’s Appearing, and the Millennium (Isa. 2:12-22; Jer. 30:7-9; Joel 2:28-32; Amos 9:11; Zeph. 3:11-20; Zech. 12-14; 1 Thess. 5:2). 
b) “not even the angels”

c) “nor the Son” – From the vantage of His human knowledge Jesus did not know at that time when these events would occur. The Father had not revealed it to Him.
d) “but the Father alone”
e. A Warning Concerning When the Appointed Time will Come (13:33-37)

1) What to do

a) “Take heed” – “blepete” - look and see.
b) “watch”; “be on the alert” – “agrupneíte” - Don’t be asleep; Stay awake; Get your head out of the sand.
c) “pray” (NKJV) - a word added by translators for better readability in English.
2) Why - Because you do not know when the time when these things will begin to occur.
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The Illustration – The Parable of the Absent House Owner - “It is like…”
4) The Instruction – “be on the alert”; “watch” – greegoreíte (used three times) – to keep awake. Be ready at all times, [serving the LORD], since we do not know when the events of the end will begin or when exactly the LORD will return.
 “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” (1 Corinthians 16:13)
“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;” (Col. 4:2)
“For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night… We are not of night, nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober… so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-6, 10) 
 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)
“I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain… So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.” (Revelation 3:1b-2a, 3:3)

 “Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes…” (Revelation 16:15)
B.  Christ’s Ultimate Rejection: Death by Crucifixion (14:1 – 15:47)
     The sixth major section of Mark’s Gospel culminates with the drama of Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant in the betrayal by Judas, the anointing of His body in preparation of His burial, the Last Passover and the Lord’s Supper, His anxiety over suffering for sin in the garden, the desertion of the disciples, His stealthy arrest, the illegal trials, His death by crucifixion, and burial.  The seventh and final section (16:1-20) climaxes with the drama of Jesus Christ as the powerful Son of God in the proclamation by the centurion, and demonstrated by His resurrection and appearances before His disciples.

1. Jesus’ Betrayal, the Passover Meal, and the Desertion of the Disciples  (14:1-52)

     This division consists of three cycles of events (14:1-11, 12-26, 27-52). The first cycle of events in this division has a “sandwich” structure.
“The account of the conspiracy by the religious leaders and Judas (14:1-2, 10-11) is divided by the account of Jesus’ anointing (14:3-9). In this way Mark emphasizes the striking contrast between the hostility of those who plotted His death and the loving devotion of one who recognized Him as the suffering Servant.”

a. Plotting to Seize Jesus by the Chief Priest and Scribes  (14:1-2)
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 The Festival of Passover and Unleavened Bread – The Passover was an annual Jewish two day festival celebrated on Nisan 14-15 (March-April). The Passover was followed by six day festival of Unleavened Bread celebrated from the Nisan 15-21, that commemorates the Jewish exodus from Egypt.
2) Seeking to seize Jesus by stealth and killing Him.
3) Seeking to seize Jesus after the festival – eight days later.
b. Jesus is Anointed with Oil in Anticipation of His Coming Death (14:3-9)
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At the home of a leper named Simon in Bethany

2) An unnamed woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard – the unnamed women turns out to be Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus (John 12:3).
3) The breaking of the vial and the pouring on Jesus’ head – John adds that she also pour it on Jesus’ feet and wiped it with her hair.  Anointing a guest head was a common custom at festival Jewish meals, but Mary’s act had a greater meaning (14:8-9).
4) Some were indignant – very much displeased; angry; annoyed.
5) The perfume could have been sold for a year’s wage and used to assist the poor, instead of wasted – lost; destroyed.

6) They scolder her – to snort with anger; murmured. 

7) Leave her alone, she has done good to Me! – “a beautiful thing”
8) She anointed My body for burial - She recognized His mission.
9) You always have the poor to do good unto, but you do not always have Me.

10) What this woman has done will be remember wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world – She received fame.
c. Judas Iscariot Betrays Jesus  (14:10-11)

1)  “one of the twelve – There were other disciples beside the twelve, but one of “The Twelve!”
2) “betrays Him” – “paradoi” – to give up, surrender, deliver (MK 10:33).
3) “went off to the chief priests” – Judas takes the initiative. He knew that the Jewish authorities were seeking to locate and seize Jesus.
4) [image: image88.jpg]


“They were glad” – A calm happiness.

5) “they promised to give him money/silver” – “dounai” – to give. It was an exchange; a business transaction. The agreed, committed, covenanted (LK 22:5).
6) Judas looked for an opportunity to deliver Jesus up to the chief priests, when no crowds were present (LK 22:6).
7) Why did Judas betray the Lord?

· He was disillusioned by Jesus’ failure to establish a political kingdom and his hopes of material gained seem doom
· His love of money moved him to salvage something for himself. Ultimately he came under Satan’s control (LK 22:3; JN 13:2; 27).
 “In Judas life one finds and intriguing combination of divine sovereignty and human responsibility. According to God’s plan Jesus must suffering and die (Revelation 13:8); yet Judas, though not compelled to be the traitor, was held responsible for submitting to Satan’s directives (MK 14:21; JN 13:27).”

     The Second cycle of events has three parts. The Passover Meal (12-16) and the institution of the Lord’s Supper (22-26) is interrupted by the shocking announcement of His betrayal by one of His own disciples (17-21).
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The Preparation for the Passover Meal (14:12-16)

1) The first day of the festival of Unleavened Bread and the Passover.
2) The Passover lambs were being sacrificed – People either brought or bought their Lambs at the temple where they were sacrificed by the priests at the altar. Then the lambs were then cooked and eaten by the worshipper. Jesus is called the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
3) Earlier in the day Jesus instructs two of His disciples -- Peter and John (LK 22:8) to go to Jerusalem and prepare a place for the Passover meal. “For security reason the participants remain anonymous and the location was kept secret.”

4) They were to look for a man carrying a pitch of water – Possibly a prearranged signal for water was normally carried by women.

5) They were to follow him to a house and say to him once he enters that “the Teacher”, “where is My guest room… and he will show you a large upper room.”
6) Peter and John did as they were told and found everything just as they were told and prepared the Passover Meal.
e. Jesus’ Announcement of His Betrayal (14:17-21)
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1) “As they were reclining at the table and eating…” – The meal was eaten after sunset.
2) “Truly I say to you” – a certainty; already in progress.
3) “one of you will betray Me” – One of Jesus’ closest disciple will deliver Him up… (MK 10:33).
4) They were grieved that one of them could do such a thing, but denied one by one “surely not I?”
5) Jesus confirms that “it is one of the twelve.”

6) “one who dips with Me” – They were all dipping with Him.
7) “as it is written” – It will occur just as God had determined it, but man is still responsible for his own actions.

8) “woe” -  a primary expression grief.
9) To the one who deliver up the Son of Man for execution it would have been “good or better if he had never be born”.
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f. The Institution of the Lord’ Supper  (14:22-26)

1) Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it gave it to His disciples and said to them to take it and eat it.
2) “this is My body” – This symbolized His Body. His physical body was still present with them. He also said the He was “the bread of life” (John 6:35); the light of the world” (8:12); and “the gate” (10:9). 

3) “Then He took the cup…” – Wine mixed with two-thirds water. 
4) “This is My blood of the covenant – This is the institution of the New Covenant (LK 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25), which was promised by LORD in Jeremiah 31:31-34; (cf. Hebrews 8:6-13). “diatheke” is an unconditional contract or agreement where God initiates the terms and man can only accept or reject. The Old Covenant was instituted in a similar way (Exodus 24:8).
5) “which is shed for many” – “huper” – “on behalf of” “or “instead of”. Jesus saw His death as vicarious, effectual, as a substitute (10:45).
6) “I will no longer drink until…” – Jesus will not be physically present in this age to enjoy the bodily refreshment with the disciples, but will be in the next.
7) They sung a hymn – Psalm 113-118. 
8) “they went out to the Mt. of Olives” – After eating the Passover meal Israelites were forbidden from going out of their house for fear of the destroying angel. But Jesus was the Passover lamb that was to be slain for others.
     The third cycle has a “sandwich” structure as well. The account of Jesus’ prediction of the disciples’ desertion (27-31) and its fulfillment at His arrest (43-52), is interrupted by Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane (32-42).
g. Jesus’ Prediction of His Disciples Desertion and Peter’s Denial (14:27-31)

1) “All of you will be made to fall away because of Me” - “skandalizo” – to trap, or trip up, stumble. They would begin to doubt whether He was the Messiah.
2) “For it is written, I will strike the Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered” (Zechariah 13:7) – Its God’s doing, but men make their own decisions.
3) “But after I am raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” – Jesus predicts for the fourth time that he will be killed, will rise from the dead, and appear before them. Afterwards, they will all rally back and return to their duties (Ezekiel 34:12).
4) Peter emphatically says, “I will certainly not fall away” – He thought himself to be stronger than the others, “Even though all may fall away, I will not” (1 Corinthians 10:12; Proverbs 28:26). When he was with Jesus he was strong (14:47). When he was separated from Jesus he was weak (15:66-72).
5) “Today… you will deny Me three times - Jesus emphatically confirms Peter’s stumbling. Christ tells him he will do worse than the others. They will desert Him, but he will also deny Him, not once but three times that very night.
6) But Peter kept saying insistently or vehemently, over and over and over again, “I will not deny You, I will even die with You” – Luke adds “to prison” (22:33).
7) All the disciples were saying this.
h. Jesus’ Prayer of Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (14:32-42)
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“Christ is here entering upon his sufferings, and begins with those which were the sorest of all his sufferings, those in his soul. Here we have him in his agony; this melancholy story we had in Matthew; this agony in soul was the wormwood and the gall in the affliction and misery; and thereby it appeared that no sorrow was forced upon him, but that it was what he freely admitted.”

1) Gethsemane – “a place” – A garden at the foot of the Mt. of Olives, east of Jerusalem, about half a mile, across the Kidron Valley. Jesus met there often with His disciples (John 18:2).
2) He took Peter, James and John as competent witnesses of this part of His humiliation.

“These three had boasted most of their ability and willingness to suffer with him…; (Mark 10:38-39); and therefore Christ takes them to stand by, and see what a struggle he had with the bloody baptism and the bitter cup, to convince them that they knew not what they said. It is fit that they who are most confident, should be first tried, that they may be made sensible of their folly and weakness.”

3) He began to be very distress [“ekthambeo” - to astonish utterly]; and troubled [“ademoneo” (loathing); to be in distress (of mind): be full of heaviness, be very heavy] – “My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death” – “perilupos” - grieved all around, i.e. intensely sad.

4) Keep watch and pray – “greegoreíte” – stay awake and be on the alert. The same command given for waiting for His return (13:34-35).
5) “He began to pray that if it were possible the hour may pass Him by” – The hour was the appointed time when Jesus would suffer and die. “if possible” - ? This is to confirm that there was no other way for God to save the world other than through the cross.
6) “Abba! Father!” – “Abba” was an Arabic original and a common way for Jewish children to address their fathers. “It conveys a sense of familial intimacy and familiarity.”
 (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6) The Jews did not address God in this way.

“Jesus’ use of Abba in addressing God was new and unique… Abba here suggests that Jesus’ primary concern in drinking the cup of God’s judgment on sin necessarily disrupted this relationship.”

7) “All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will” – What was Jesus really asking?
Traditional Answer – This is a prayer of submission to God’s will as He faced the cross and separation from His Father. He knew that God’s will necessitate His sacrificial death (8:31), but in His humanity He desired to avoid drinking this cup if possible. 
Alternative Answer – This is a prayer of faith for restoration and resurrection that after the cup had been drained (Isaiah 51:17-23). He would be reunited to the Father. He was asking that the Father not to abandon Him forever to death under divine wrath, but it would simply pass by. He was willing to abandon Himself to eternal separation from the Father even if that was the Father’s will, though it was not His own. Hebrews 5:7 states that “He was heard because of His piety.”
8) Jesus found His disciples sleeping and wondered why they could not keep watch for just one hour. “Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
9) Jesus prayed again two more times and two more times He found them sleeping [not watching and praying = serving] – They had no answer.
10) “It is enough” – Time’s up. - “The hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners” 
11) "Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!" – Instead of fleeing, they advance to meet them.
i. Jesus’ Betrayal, Arrest and Desertion of His Disciples (14:43-52)

1) “Immediately” – the 37th time out of 40 used in Mark.
2) “Judas, one of the twelve” – 
3) [image: image93.jpg]


“a crowd with swords and clubs, who were from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders” – They wanted to avoid arresting Jesus without a crowd (LK 22:6) but they brought a multitude.
4)  “A signal” – “Whomever I kiss” – Why a kiss? – “A common gesture of affection and reverence given to a Rabbi by his disciple.”
 – The kiss was necessary in order to properly identify Jesus in the dark.
5) “Judas immediately went to Him, saying, "Rabbi!" and kissed Him.”
6) The crowd seized Jesus – The chief priests and officers hoped to avoid the crowd of the people, but brought a great crowd/multitude to arrest Him (LK 22:6).
7) When they laid hands on Him to seize Him someone standing by cuts off the ear of the slave of the high priest – Peter standing next to Jesus goes on the attack. The slave, named Malchus (JN 18:10), makes an evasive move and avoids having his head split open. Jesus replaces his ear (LK 22:51).
8) Jesus said, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as a robber” – They bought weapons and a roman cohort (100 soldiers) because they feared the people. - “this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures” (Isaiah 53:8, 12).
9) “And they all left Him and fled” – Just as Jesus had predicted (14:27; JN 16:32).
10) A young man escapes naked – Mark’s personal note.
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Jesus’ Trials, Crucifixion, and Burial (14:53 – 15:47)
This division consists of three cycles of events – the trials, execution, and burial.
a. Jesus’ Trial before the Religious and Civil Authorities, including Peter’s Denial (14:53 – 15:15)
The Roman cohort and the officers of the Jews first brought Jesus before Annas (the Father-in-law of Caiaphas) for a private inquiry (JN 18:13, 19-23). Then, “Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest” (18:24).
1) Jesus’ Trail before the Sanhedrin - The High Priest, all the Chief Priest, Scribes and Elders (14:53, 55-65) – [Not mentioned in John]
a) While it was still dark the enemies of Jesus gather together (Psalm 2:2). In verses 53-54 Mark first sets the scene.
b) Mark explains what the whole Council “Sanhedrin” was attempting to do, “obtaining testimony against Jesus in order to put Him to death”,
c) He then explained why they failed, “their testimony was inconsistent” – Nothing but lies.
d) We heard Him say He would destroy the temple… - “But the temple he had spoken of was His body” (JN 2:19-22).
e) Out of frustration the high priest Caiaphas attempts to get Jesus to incriminate Himself, but Jesus refuses to cooperate, “He kept silent and gave no answer” (Isaiah 53:7; 1 Peter 2:23).
f) Finally, Caiaphas asks “THE” question concerning Jesus’ identity – “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” Later they ask Him a two part question, “Are you the Christ?” and “Are you the Son of God, then? (MT 26:63; LK 22:67, 70). “Blessed One” is a title of God (Romans 9:5).
g) Jesus gives “THE” answer, “I am”, “egoó eimi” – Some say that Jesus never actually says, “I am God”. But to say that “I am” the Christ is an equivalent statement. "Yes, it is as you say," (MT 26:64) or “Yes, I am” (LK 22:70). Jesus makes claims, (i.e. forgive sins) that only God can make and perform. [See “The Person of Christ” notes].
h) Then, Jesus refers to or cites part of Daniel 7:13-14, “and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming with the clouds of heaven.”
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The Jews now have their charge, “blasphemy” – Blasphemy is most often used in the sense of any speech directly dishonoring God. “Jesus’ words dishonored God by claiming rights and powers belonging exclusively to God.”
 The penalty was death by stoning,

“Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him” (Leviticus 24:16).
j) The high priest tears his cloths –

“This symbolic expression of horror and indignation was required of the high priest whenever he heard blasphemy. His reaction also expressed relief since Jesus’ self-incrimination answer removed the need for more witnesses.”

k) “And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death” - They did not believe His testimony, but considered Him a mere man (JN 10:33). If in fact He was a mere man, then they would have been justified in condemning Him. But there was more than enough evidence to prove that He was in fact, the Christ. 
The trials before Annas and Caiaphas, “was a mockery of justice. It had already been decided that Jesus was going to die (JN 18:14), it was only a matter of obtaining something to trap Him in so they could kill Him legally. The motives of the leaders were envy, fear, loss of power and position.”

2) Peter’s Three Denials of Knowing Jesus of Nazareth (14:54, 66-72)
First Denial – “in the middle of the courtyard”
a) Peter followed Jesus to the courtyard - [along with another disciple, John or a secret disciple? (JN 18:15) The unknown disciple is not questioned].
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While sitting among the guards and warming himself by the fire, “one of the servant-girls of the high priest” who also kept the door (18:17), looked at Peter intently and said to him, "You also were with Jesus the Nazarene." 
c) Peter denies it, “I neither know nor understand what you are talking about." [“and the cock crew”].
Second Denial – “onto the porch” – the outer courtyard
d) Another servant-girl saw him there and again said to the by-standers, “This is one of them.” – “another of His disciples” (JN 18:25).
e) “Again Peter denied it” “I am not” (LK 22:58). This time “with an oath”, “I don’t know the man!” (MT 26:72)
Third Denial – standing nearby
f) “after a little while”, “an hour later”, (LK 22:59) the by-standers again were saying to Peter, “Surely you are one of them,” for you are a Galilean - your accent give you away (MT 16:73) One of those standing by was “One of the high priest’s servants, “a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off” He or she said to Peter, “Didn’t I see you in the olive grove?” (JN 18:26), 
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For the third time he denied it, and also began to call down curses on Himself and swore to them, "I do not know this man you are talking about!”
h)  “Immediately” - At that very moment, as he was speaking the rooster crowed for the second time and the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered Jesus words…
i) Peter went outside and wept bitterly.
3) Jesus’ Civil Trial before Pilate, the Roman Governor, (15:1b-15)

a) “Early in the morning” – after the sun had risen - “at day break” – (LK 22:66).
b) The whole Council, the Sanhedrin held a consultation or council to “officially” decide to put Jesus to death (MT 27:1), just as Jesus had predicted (20:18b). Luke gives us the details of this proceeding (22:66-71).
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Mark tells nothing more regarding Judas Iscariot. At this point Matthew tells us what transpires concerning Judas. (MT 17:3-10). – He does not get on a bus! (JC Superstar) Luke give us further details into the demise of Judas (Acts 1:16-19). 
c) “binding Jesus” – This was a typical fulfillment. When a sacrifice was given to the priest, it was bound (Psalm 118:29b) Isaac was bond by Abraham before he was to be sacrifice (Genesis 22:9). “By being bond, Jesus fulfills the Old Testament type—bound in preparation as a sin offering.”

d) “they led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate” - The Jews lead Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate. They could have stoned Him for blasphemy but this required the entire congregation to participate. But they were afraid of the crowd. So the Jews took Jesus to the Roman authorities so that they could execution Jesus for them, they did not want another trial.
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But Pilate first asks the Jews what accusation they had against Jesus (JN 18:28). They did not say He was guilty of blasphemy, but only that He was an evil doer and found that He misleads the nation (JN 18:30; LK 23:2). “So Pilate said to them, Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law" (JN 18:31a). Again, the Jews were not willing to do this for fear of the people, and it was to fulfill the words of Jesus, “signifying by what kind of death [a death by crucifixion] He was about to die” (JN 18:32; MK 10:33-34; MT 20:19). The Jews could not execute criminals in this manner. So the Jewish leaders then say that He forbids them to pay taxes to Caesar [a lie], and He claims that He Himself is the Christ, a King (LK 23:2). This is the charge for which He will be crucified (MK 15:25-26).
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Pilate questioned Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” – If true it was grounds for treason.
f) Jesus replied, “It is as you say.” – Yes, I am the Messiah - John elaborates (JN 18:33-38). He does not deny it, nor is He ashamed to admit it.
g) The chief priest accused Him harshly – They were determined and relentless.
h) Pilate questioned Him again, “Do you not answer, the many charges they bring against you?”
i) Jesus said nothing and Pilate was amazed, marveled, wondered – admired. Pilate could not understand the calm demeanor of the prisoner.
j) Despite all of the charges against Jesus, Pilate concludes and then announces to the chief priest and to the crowd that was gathering, “I find no guilt or fault in this man." (LK 23:4). He does not consider Jesus to be a king or a treat to Roman rule.
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     At this point in Luke’s account Pilate is informed that Jesus is a Galilean, and attempts to pass judgment off to Herod Antipas, because Jesus fell under his jurisdiction. This was the same Herod that murdered John the Baptist. Herod was very happy to see Jesus and questioned Him at length, but Jesus gave no answer. The chief priests and scribes accused Him vehemently. Herod was hoping to see some sign from Him, but got none. After being treated with contempt and mocking Him by both Herod and his soldiers, they dressed Jesus in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. After Pilate summoned the Jewish leaders and the people he informed them once again that he found no fault in Him, and Herod also found nothing that He had done that was deserving of death. “Therefore, I will punish Him and release Him” (Luke 23:6-16). 
     Pilate wanted to release Jesus, but the Jewish leaders were determined to dispose of Jesus. By punishing Jesus, Pilate thought this may appease the Jews in some way. However, they would not settle for anything less than His death.
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Verse 6-7 set the stage for what happens next. Now at the feast (Passover and Leaven Bread) Pilate was accustomed to release for them any one prisoner whom they requested.
l) The man named Barabbas – a notorious prisoner (MT 27:16) who was being held with other insurrectionist who had commit murder in a failed uprising. He was also a robber (JN 18:40). 
m) The crowd asked for Pilate to release for them a prisoner according to his custom. Pilate saw this as an opportunity to release Jesus. So he asked the crowd, if they wanted him to release for them their King.
n) Jesus was handed over to him by the chief priest because of envy.
o) The chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask for Barabbas to be released.
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But Pilate still did not know what to do with Jesus, so he ask the Jews what he should do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews? 
q) The crowd prompted by the chief priests shouted, “Crucify Him!”
r) Again Pilate asks, “But what evil has he done?”
s) The crowd ignored his question and shout all the more, “Crucify Him!”
t) “wishing to please the crowd” – Instead of doing what was right or just.
u) Pilate released Barabbas and after being scourged he handed Jesus over to be crucified – Why? What evil had He done to deserve this? Is this not the greatest injustice? Or is this GRACE! A picture of substitution.
b. Abuse Before the Roman Soldiers (15:16-21)
1) The soldiers took Jesus away to the Praetorium and called together the whole Roman cohort – 600 soldiers.
2) The Romans dressed Jesus with a purple robe and a crown of thorns – an illusion of the curse (Genesis 3:17-19). Jesus bore our curse.
3) The Romans knelled and bowed down before Him and pretended to proclaim Him, “King of the Jews” – instead of swear allegiance by kissing Him, they spit on Him. 
4) The Romans beat Him with a reed – a scepter; in the hands of the king it represents power and dominion. They also spat on him.
5) The Romans mocked Him – “to sport”.
6) The Romans lead Him out to crucify Him – Outside the city (Hebrews 13:13).
7) The Romans pressed into service Simon of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus) to bear His cross – They were probably know by the readers.
c. Jesus’ Crucifixion and Death (15:22-41)
1) From the Third Hour to the Sixth Hour (9AM to 12 Noon) -  “Rejected by Men”
a) The Romans took Jesus to Golgotha - the place of a skull – a fitting name for a place of death.
b) The Romans tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh – a pain reliever (Proverbs 31:6).
c) The Romans crucified Him – No details given by Mark.
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It was a bloody death – Blood represented life and was to be shed for the remission of sins (Lev. 17:11; Heb. 9:22).
· [image: image105.jpg]


It was a painful death - Christ would meet death in its greatest terror, and so conquer it. 
· It was a shameful death – “the death of slaves, and the vilest malefactors;… not only by denying himself in, and divesting himself of, the honors due to his divine nature, for a time, but by submitting the greatest reproach and ignominy the human nature.”
· It was a cursed death – “anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse” (Deut. 21:2) A mark of God’s displeasure.

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, Who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” (1 Peter 2:21-24)

d) The Romans divided up His garments among them by casting lots – A fulfillment of Psalms 22:16-18.
e) The Romans placed an inscription above Him pronouncing the charge against Jesus, “The King of the Jews” - Written in three languages: Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic – “Ironically, what they meant as mockery was reality indeed.”
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The Romans crucified two robbers with Him, on His left and right – Jesus was center stage. This was a gross injustice that Jesus would be crucified between two criminals. But Jesus was to “be reckoned with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). And He came to seek and to save the lost. Was He not “the Friend of publicans and sinners” (MT 11:19)?

g) The Jews passing by 

· Hurled abuse at Him – blaspheming Him – “defiant irreverence”.
· Waged their heads – (Psalm 22:7b)
· Spoke to Jesus – “Saying, Ha or Aha!” – “An exclamation in which glee, scorn, and a sense of victory are mingled. But what a premature “Aha!” this is!” Instead the sneering blasphemers should have said “Woe to us!”
 
· Misquoted and misinterpreted Jesus’ saying, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up” (JN 2:19).
· Challenged Him to come down from the cross – “Ironically, in order to fulfill the promise in order to rise from the dead, he had to remain on the cross till death.”
 “They imply that it is weakness that keeps Him there. Actually however, it was strength, the strength of his love for sinners. It was exactly because Jesus did not come down from the cross that he is our Savior.”

h) The Jewish Chief Priests and Scribes,
· The Jews mocked Him – “They turned up their noses” (LK 23:35).
· The Jews spoke among themselves – They did not speak directly to Him.

· “He saved others, He cannot save Himself” – They acknowledge His powerful miracles, but He is now powerless to do anything they thought. He came to save others and give His life as a ransom for many (10:45).
· If He is the Christ, “Let this Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross, so that we may see and believe! – A LIE! - Even if Jesus had come down from the cross they still would not have believed.
     Coming down from the cross would not convince them of Jesus authenticity. He already presented enough proofs of His identity (John 20:30-31). Dying on the cross and rising from the dead would be the greatest proof and sign of all. This was written as a reminder to disciples throughout the ages that one must lose his life to save it (8:35).
i) The robbers also hurled insults at Him – Later, one of them believed in Him, and was saved (LK 23:39-43).
2) From the Sixth Hour to the Ninth Hour (12 Noon to 3PM) – “Rejected by God”
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At the sixth hour (12PM) darkness fell over the whole land, Palestine – A fulfillment of Amos 8:9. The Jews had asked for a sign from heaven and now they had one. Darkness very often is a symbol of judgment (Isaiah 5:30; 60:2; Joel 2:30-31; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph. 1:14-18; MT 24:29-30; Acts 2:20; 2 Peter 2:17; Revelation 6:12-17). This was the judgment of God upon our sin as Christ gave His life “as a ransom for many (10:45).
“In the Gospels what occurred between 12 Noon and 3PM is blank. All we know is that during these three hours of intense darkness Jesus suffered indescribable agonies. He was being made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21), “a curse” (Galatians 3:13). He was being “wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities”, Jehovah was laying on him “the iniquity of us all,” etc. (Isaiah 53).”

b) Jesus cried out with a loud voice at the ninth hour (3PM) – It shows the agony he experienced, but it also shows that he still had strength.
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 “Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani?” (Aramaic) translated “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” – This is the fourth word from the cross, the only one reported by Matthew and Mark. Jesus quoted Psalm 22. He probably intends for the listeners to think of the entire Psalm, which ends with the worldwide rule of the Messiah. If so, this was a cry of agony and triumph!
d) Some of those standing by misunderstood and thought He was crying out for Elijah – “Eli” – Hebrew and “Eloi” – Aramaic are close enough for some perverted minds and lips to turn the similarity into a course joke.
e) Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine and gave Him a drink, saying mockingly, “Let us see if Elijah will come and take Him down.” – In jest they mock Him again. The drink permitted the Sufferer to seek relief for His parched lips and throat, in order to fulfill Psalm 22:15.

     So, Jesus utters His fifth word "I am thirsty” Then, His sixth word, “It is finished” (JN 19:28-30), meaning the work which the Father had given Him to do had now been accomplished. Jesus had “Paid it all!” 
     Jesus then utters His seventh and last word from the cross, “Father into your hands I commend my spirit” (LK 23:46), proving that He had fully regained the consciousness of the Father’s loving presence and was entrusting his spirit to the Father’s care.”

God the Father who was there and heard His Son’s cry and brought relief or an end to His Son’s anguish.
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Jesus uttered a loud cry – “This shows that the Sufferer did not just allow his life to ebb away. He died voluntarily. He gave up his life, poured it out, laid it down (Isaiah 53:12; JN 10:11, 15). He yielded, gave up His spirit (MT 27:50; JN 19:30).”
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Jesus breathed His last – And so Jesus returned to glory (JN 17:5, 24).
h) The veil in the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom – This is the second curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. God did the tearing opening the way for man to approach Himself through Christ’s final sacrifice (Hebrews 10:20). This tearing was a foreshadowing of God’s destruction of the entire temple in AD 70 (MK 13:1-2, 14:48; 15:29).
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When the Roman centurion standing right in front of Him saw the way He breathed His last, said “Truly this man was the Son of God” – This is the climax of the book that Mark has been leading up to since the opening statement in 1:1. It was the way Jesus Christ, the Son of God died, with the loud cry of confidence that converted His heart. Luke adds that the centurion glorified God and also said, “Certainly, this was a righteous man”. (LK 23:47). 
Postscript:

j) Women were also there looking from a distance – They stood near the cross (JN 19:25-27).
k) Three women mentioned - Mary Magdalene – from a village called Magdala, on the west coast of the Sea of Galilee Jesus had release her from demon possession; Mary - know as the “other Mary” distinguished by the names of her sons - the mother of James the Less and Joses - apparently well known by the early church; and Salome – was the mother of Zebedee’s sons, the disciple James and John. Probably the sister of Jesus’ mother, who is not mentioned here (JN 19:25).
l) They were followers and ministers of Jesus – They followed Him from place to place and cared for or served His material needs (LK 8:1-3).
m) There were also many other women of whom came up with Jesus to Jerusalem – Perhaps hoping He would establish His messianic Kingdom.
“Mark mentions the women as eyewitnesses of the Crucifixion in anticipation of their eyewitness role at Jesus’ burial and resurrection.”

d. Jesus is Buried in a Nearby Tomb (15:42-47)

Jesus’ burial officially confirms His death, an important point in early Christian preaching (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). 
1) When evening had come (3PM to 6PM) – Late Friday afternoon until sundown.
2) It was the day of preparation (Friday), that is, the day before the Sabbath (Saturday) – This confirms that Jesus was crucified on Friday Nisan 15th.
3) Joseph of Arimathea came…
a) A prominent member of the Council – The Sanhedrin.
b) “who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God” – He was a secret disciple of Jesus who identified with His message.
c) Joseph gathered up courage – He came out of the closet. Took the risk.
d) Joseph went before Pilate – John states that Nicodemus was with him (JN 19:38-40).
e) Joseph asked for the body of Jesus – “Under Roman law the release of a crucified man’s corpse for burial was determined by the imperial magistrate… Jewish law required a proper burial for all bodies, even those of executed criminals (cf. Mishnah Sanhedrin 6. 5) and buried before sunset.”
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     Sometimes the body was left on a cross to decay or be eaten by predatory animals or birds and the remains were thrown into a common grave. The atheist and anti-scholar John Dominic Crossan of “The Jesus Seminar” is absolutely certain this is what happened to the body of Jesus, even though he offers no proof other than this is what happen to most of the victoms.
i. Pilate wondered if Jesus was already dead – Many crucified victims hung on the cross for days before they died, so Pilate was amazed.
ii. Pilate summoned the centurion and questioned the centurion concerning Jesus death – He witnessed Jesus’ remarkable death and was able to verify that Jesus’ had in fact died.
iii. Pilate was ascertained by the centurion that Jesus was dead.
iv. Pilate then granted the body of the dead Jesus to Joseph.
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Joseph bought a linen cloth – Everything was done in haste, before sundown.
g) Joseph took Jesus down from the cross - He most likely had servant to assist him.
h) Joseph wrapped Jesus in the linen cloth –The body was probably washed before it was wrapped tightly in strips of fine linen cloth with aromatic spices placed between the wraps.
i) Joseph laid Jesus in a tomb – Joseph uses his own tomb which had not been used (LK 23:53; JN 19:41). Jesus was only going to borrow the tomb. 
4) Mary Magdalene and Mary… were looking on to see where Jesus was laid – They were not mistaken about where Jesus was laid. 
C. Christ’s Ultimate Triumph: The Resurrection, Appearances and Ascension  (16:1-20)
1. Jesus is Resurrected – The Empty Tomb (16:1-8)

The actual resurrection is nowhere mentioned. An empty tomb, [the announcement by an angel, and the appearances of Jesus alive in bodily form] are proofs of His resurrection.
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When the Sabbath [Saturday] was over… very early on the first day of the week (vs. 9) [Sunday] that is, not long after the sun had risen.
b. Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, came to the tomb…
1) The women bought spices, so that they might come and anoint the dead body of Jesus – These were aromatic oils. “Spices pour over the dead body in order to counteract the odor of decay and as a symbolic expression of loving devotion. Embalming was not a Jewish custom.”
 Their attempted act indicates that they did not expect Jesus to rise from the dead. They did not believe Jesus’ words that He would rise in three days (MK 8:32; 9:31; 10:34). 
2) The women leave the house where they were staying, when it was still dark and walked to the tomb which was nearby.
3) The women said to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?" – Two of the women knew of the large stone in front of the tomb (MK 15:47). They were apparently not aware of the seal and the posting of the guards (MT 27:62-66).
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When the women arrive, when they looked up the hill, they see that the extremely large stone was already rolled back. The soldiers had already fled the scene ().
5) The women enter the tomb – expecting to see the dead body of Jesus, instead…
6) The women see a young man, that is, an angel,
a) “sitting at the right”

b) “wearing a white robe” – This pictures his heavenly origin and splendor. 
Luke (24:3-4) and John (20:12) mention the presence of two angels, the number necessary for a valid witness. Matthew and Mark refer to just one, the spokesmen.

7) The women were amazed or alarmed (KJV) – “ekthambeo” - “frightened” – “This compound verb of strong emotion expresses overwhelming distress.” (Only used by Mark in the NT – 9:15; 14:33).
8) The women were instructed by the angel

a) Not to be amazed – The angel sensed their distress, but told them it was unwarranted.
b) The one whom the women were looking for, that is, Jesus of Nazarene who had been crucified, He has risen “egeiro” from the dead – A fulfillment of Psalm 16:9-11,
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 “Therefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely. For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.”

c)  “He is not here; behold, or look and see the place where they laid Him” – They were eye witnesses of the empty tomb.
d) Go tell the disciples and Peter, to go to Galilee where you all will see Him – Jesus had told them, "But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee” (MK 14:28). 
9) The women went out of the tomb and fled because…
10) Trembling and astonishment or bewilderment gripped the women and they said nothing to anyone because they were afraid – They said nothing at first, but Jesus met the women fleeing the tomb and said to them “Do not be afraid, go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me” (MT 28:10) and then ran and told the disciples (MT. 28:8: JN 20:2). 
     Several interpreters believe that Mark ends his gospel at this point.  This section poises the greatest textual difficulty in the New Testament. Barry Mershon, writing in The Grace NT Commentary states, “The vast majority of modern scholars believe that verses 9-20 are not part of the original text.”

The Two Primary Reasons:
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External – The two of the oldest manuscripts, Codex Sinaiticus (Aleph) and Codex Vaticanus (B) do not contain verse 9-20. By far the greater number of manuscripts have the longer conclusion, but many of them are of a late date and an inferior quality. By the recognized standards of textual evaluation, both the longer and shorter endings must be rejected, and this is the judgment of almost all textual scholars.
2. Internal – the style and vocabulary of verse 9-20 do not match the rest of Mark’s Gospel. 
Possible Choices
1. Mark left his gospel unfinished on purpose, possibly for literary effect. The short ending was intentional.
“It is just possible that the Gospel did end at verse 8… A Servant comes, fulfils his task, and departs-we do not ask about his lineage, nor follow his subsequent history.”

2. Verse 16:9-20 is in fact Mark’s original and intended ending. Perhaps the ending of one or more of the copies of Mark’s original autographs were lost or destroyed for whatever reason and then copied without the longer ending. Other copies were made with the longer ending and then were circulated, but were not as well known, and then resurfaced later.
3. The original ending by Mark was somehow lost forever (for example, the final section of a scroll or codex misplaced or destroyed) or left unfinished (for example, due to Mark's death). Others made attempts to add a more appropriate ending according to apostolic tradition.

“Perhaps the most acceptable explanation is that the end of the original Gospel may have been torn off and lost before additional copies could be made. Perhaps others attempted to supply a substitute ending, the most successful of which was that which now appears in 16:9-20.”
 

Arguments for Mark’s Authorship
1. 16:9-20 does appear in an overwhelming majority of later manuscripts, including Codex Alexandrinus (A), Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus (C), Codex Bezae (D), and Codex Washingtoniensis (W) all of the 5th century.
2. The ending has early testimony from a number of 2nd and 3rd century church fathers who predate Vaticanus and Sinaiticus, of the 4th century.

3. Both Eusebius and Jerome state that the ending was missing from most of the manuscripts of their day. However, Jerome included them in his 4th century Latin Vulgate (Common language).
4. The internal evidence of a different style and vocabulary is considered weak by some.

“No other part of Mark’s Gospel describes Jesus’ appearing to His disciples or commissioning them after His resurrection. This same process could be used to disprove that Paul wrote the Pastoral Epistles, or John wrote the book of Revelation.”

5. “It would seem logical that one who drafted a gospel along the lines of the early Christian preaching would not have omitted a central feature like the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-26).”

Arguments for an Alternative Author

1. The old way in which the story ends in 16:8 with the women fleeing the tomb in fear and saying nothing to anyone, necessitated a different ending. 
“The very abruptness would argue an early date when Christians lived in the atmosphere of the Resurrection and would form an even appropriate closing for the Gospel of the Servant.”

“The longer, later ending (vv. 9-20) testifies that the early tradition was dissatisfied with the shorter ending of Mark.”

2. Burgon and Miller and Salmon believe it to be genuine, though non-Markon, that verses 9-20, embody traditions of the Apostolic Age, were supplied later. Conybeare has found in an Armenian manuscript a note referring these verses to the presbyter Ariston, whom he identifies with that Aristion, a disciple of John, of whom Papias speaks. Many therefore would regard them as authentic, and some accept them as clothed with John's authority. They are certainly very early, perhaps as early as 100 AD.

2. Jesus’ Appearances, after He had risen early on the first day of the week (16:9-14)

Jesus appears no less than eleven times to no less than five hundred different people. (Gospels; 1 Corinthians 15:6). This is much more than is needed to corroborate any evidence in court – two would be sufficient. He appears only to His disciples. He never appears to the unbeliever Jews, or the members of the Sanhedrin. His disciples would not have manufactured the resurrection because they did not expect Him to rise, “For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.” (John 20:9).

a. Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
1) Jesus first appears to Mary Magdalene – When did this occur? On her first visit or in the garden on a second visit to the tomb returning with Peter and John (JN 20:11-17)? Matthew says that Jesus met them, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (MT 28:1, 9-10). 
2) Jesus had cast out seven demons out of her – She was healed of evil spirits (LK 8:2).
3) Mary goes and reported to the disciples [those who had been with Him] that she had seen Jesus – (JN 20:18)
4) The disciples were mourning and weeping – (MT 9:15)
5) When the disciples heard Mary’s report that He was alive and had been seen by her they at first refused to believe it – “But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them” (LK 24:10-11).
b. Jesus Appears to two disciples on the road –
1) “in a different form” – They were kept from recognizing him (LK 24:16).
2) While they were walking to the country – They were going to a village called Emmaus (For the details see LK 24:13-32).
3) They went away [return to Jerusalem] at once and reported to others [the eleven disciples and others assembled together] that Jesus had appeared to them and was alive – (LK 24:33).
4) The disciple did not believe their report either – At first the eleven disciples did not believe that Jesus had appeared and was alive, risen from the dead. After they hear that Jesus had also appeared to the women and to Peter, Luke adds that the two unnamed disciples say, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." (LK 24:34). 
[Jesus appeared to Simon – (LK 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5) – It is not known precisely when and where this happened].
c. Jesus Appears to the Eleven – 

1)  “as they were reclining at the table” – In the evening [3pm – 6pm] (JN 20:19) while they were eating the two unnamed disciples returned and gave their report. As the two were talking, Jesus stood among them (LK 24:36). They were startled and frightened and still were not certain thinking they were seeing a spirit (LK 24:37). Even after showing them His hands and feet and touching Him they still could not believe because of joy and amazement (LK 24:38-41).
2) “He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart” – “Why are you troubled and why do doubts rise in your minds? (LK 24:38). In other words, your troubles and doubts are not necessary. Now notice that Jesus did not now say or the author (whomever he may be) say that they now needed to believe in Him in order to receive eternal life. Believers even can stop believing and still possess eternal life. At this point they had a dead or inactive faith.
3) “because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen.” – The world needs to believe the testimony of those who had seen the risen Lord which is found in the Gospels and in the letters of the NT.
     Later Thomas claims he will not believe it until he sees it (JN 20:24-25). But a week later [On Sunday] Jesus appears to them a second time, and Thomas with them, and says to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing” or “Stop doubting and believe” (JN 20:27). Thomas’ response is belief, “My Lord and My God”. Now all the disciples believe that Jesus is risen. “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” (JN 20:28-29). We do not see Jesus and believe, but we believe based on what was written (JN 20:31). 
2. Jesus’ Final Instructions to His Disciples  (16:15-18)

a. Go into all the world – Go could be translated, “as you are going”.
b. Preach the gospel to every creature – “Go and make disciples of all nations…” (MT 28:19); “repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations” (LK 24:47).
The “gospel” is uses 7 previous times in Mark (1:1, 14, 15; 8:35; 10:29; 13:10; 14:9 - Used 104x’s in the NT). There seems to be a distinction between “the gospel of the kingdom of God” (MT 24:14; LK 16:16), which requires faith and repentance (MK 1:15) and “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24), or “the gospel of justification by faith alone.”

“Contextually, this gospel could include the gospel of grace but also the good news of Christ’s coming kingdom… Believers are to preach the gospel of grace (salvation by faith alone in Christ alone), but they are also to proclaim the good news of the kingdom which inspires them to persevere (taking up your cross and following Him) so that they may reign with Christ (2 Timothy 2:2).”

c. The Result:
1) Salvation

a) Justification to those who believe – Saved from the eternal penalty of sin.
b) Sanctification to those who are also baptized – Obedient believers will be saved from the power of sin, and from premature physical death - “to be saved from the wrath of God in this life requires belief and obedience (Romans 10:9-14).”
 
     In order for Palestinian Jews, who crucified their Messiah needed to not only to believe to receive eternal life, but they also needed to repent and be baptized in order to receive the forgiveness of sins and avoid temporal punishment that was coming upon the whole nation. The future tense “shall be saved” is being “used the way Luke or Paul uses it, as a full package including eternal life, the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
2) Signs “to those who believed: in My name (MK 9:32) they will” 
a) Cast out demons – (Act 8:7; 16:18)
b) Speak with new tongues – Human languages that was unknown to them (Acts 2; 1 Corinthians 14).
c) “if” they will pick up snakes it will not hurt them 
External - Paul was bite by a venomous serpent when he reached down to pick up some sticks (Acts 28:3). Those who were bite by venomous snakes and then looked upon the bronze serpent that Moses lifted up in the wilderness, lived (Numbers 21:4-6) 
Symbolic – Even so those who look upon the Son of Man who is lifted up and believe in Him will not perish, but obtain eternal life (JN 3:14-15) After Jesus had sent out His disciple, He told them,

"I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven." (Luke 10:18-20)
     However, those who tried the LORD, that is, Christ were destroyed by servants (1 Corinthians 10:9). “These things happened to them as an example and they were written for our instruction” (10:11). Do not be deceived by servants and be lead astray,

“But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully.” (2 Corinthians 11:3-4) 
d) “if” they drink any deadly poison “thing” it will not hurt them – There is no example in Scripture of anyone physically drinking any deadly thing and surviving. If one drinks in Jesus and His Word he has rivers of living water flowing in him and this disciple is continually abiding in the Word, then any false doctrine cannot harm him and lead him down a path of destruction.
e) Heal the sick by the laying on of hands – (Acts 4:14; 5:16; 8:7; 28:8)
     These signs were meant only for confirmation of the preached Word. These signs were not intended for all believers for all time. These signs, if genuine, were part of the credentials of the apostles of Jesus Christ as authoritative agents of God in founding the church and necessarily done away (1 Corinthians 13:8-11) Chrysostom and Augustine, the greatest theologians of eastern and western Christianity considered tongues obsolete.
3) Condemnation to those who do not believe – “Thus, the basis of condemnation is not unbelief and plus failure to be baptized, but only unbelief.”
” –
“He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (JN 3:18).
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1), but as we saw early disciples’ of Christ can be rebuked for unbelief.
3. Jesus’ Ascension and Session (16:19)
     The ascension and particularly of Chris’s session at the right hand of the Father were cherished highly by the apostolic church and occupied a prominent place in its thought and confession.

a.  “He was received up into heaven” – “he left them and was taken up into heaven” (LK 24:51; Acts 1:9-11). The passive voice indicates that it was the Father who carried Him back to heaven.
b. “sat down at the right hand of the Father” – “having been exalted to the right hand of God” (Acts 2:33) [Also see: Acts 7:55-56; Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 10:12; 1 Peter 3:22]. Jesus sitting down signifies that His work of redemption was complete (Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2).
“His work of redemption is complete (Hebrews 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2) as well as His exaltation as Lord (Acts 2:33; Philippians 2:9-11). His position at the right hand of God denotes Jesus’ power as present Ruler and Lord.”

4. Jesus’ Disciples (16:20)

a. Went out and preached the gospel everywhere - (Acts 1:8) – A statement consistent with a period of history considerably later than Pentecost.
b. While the Lord work with them – “I am with you always” (MT 28:20).
c. Confirmed the Word with signs that followed – (Hebrews 2:3b-4) – Both context are written from a past perspective. By the time this was written these things were already accomplished and was not on going.
MARK 14 - 16

The Cycles of Events, Sandwich Style


The Plot to Seize Jesus


    Mary Anoints Jesus

Judas Betrays Jesus



The Preparation of the Passover Meal
    The Passover and the Announcement of His Betrayal

Institution of the LORD’s Supper


The Religious Trial – Before the Sanhedrin
    Peter’s Denial of Knowing Jesus
The Civil Trial – Before the Romans and Pilate

The Crucifixion and Death
    The Burial in a Nearby Tomb
The Resurrection – The Empty Tomb

Postscript



TEXT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
List of manuscripts of the Greek New Testament: (1) Uncials. - Codex Sinaiticus found by Tischendorf at St. Catherine's Monastery on Mt. Sinai and now in the Imperial Library at St. Petersburg; 4th century. This is the only uncial which contains the New Testament entire. It also has the Epistle of Barnabas and part of the Shepherd of Hermas and possibly originally the Didache. The marks of many correctors are found in the text. It is written on 147 1/2 leaves of very thin vellum in four narrow columns of 48 lines each. The pages measure 15 X 13 1/2 in., and the leaves are arranged in quaternions of four sheets. The open sheet exposing eight columns resembles greatly an open papyrus roll. There is but rudimentary punctuation and no use of accent or initial letters, but the Eusebian section numbers are found on the margin of the Gospels.

Codex Alexandrinus (A), so named since it was supposed to have come from Alexandria, being the gift of Cyril Lucar, at one time Patriarch of that Province, though later of Constantinople, to Charles I, through the English ambassador at the Turkish court in 1627, and in 1757 presented to the Royal Library and now in the British Museum. It doubtless belongs to the 5th century, and contained the entire New Testament, lacking now only portions of Matthew, John, and 1 Corinthians, as well as the two Epistles of Clement of Rome and the Psalm of Solomon. It is written on thin vellum in two columns of 41 lines to the page, which Isa 12 5/8 X 10 3/8 in.; employs frequent initial capitals, and is divided into paragraphs, but has no marginal signs except in the Gospels. Several different hands are discovered in the present state of the MS.

Codex Vaticanus (B), since 1481, at least, the chief treasure of the Vatican Library, and universally esteemed to be the oldest and best manuscript of the Greek New Testament; 4th century. Written on very fine vellum, the leaves nearly square in shape, 10 X 10 1/2 in., with three narrow columns of 40-44 lines per column and five sheets making the quire. A part of the Epistle to the Hebrews and the Pastorals, Philemon and Revelation are lacking. It is without accents, breathings or punctuation, though corrected and retraced by later hands. In the Gospels the divisions are of an earlier date than in Codex Sinaiticus. Theory of Tischendorf that Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus were in part prepared by the same hand and that they were both among the 50 manuscripts made under the direction of Eusebius at Caesarea in 331 for use in the emperor Constantine's new capital, is not now generally accepted.

Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus (C). This is the great palimpsest (twice written) manuscript of the uncial group, and originally contained the whole New Testament. Now, however, a part-approximately half-of every book is lacking, and 2 Thessalonians and 2 John are entirely gone. It belongs to the 5th century, is written on good vellum 9 X 12 1/2 in. to the page of 41 lines, and of one column in the original text, though the superimposed writings of St. Ephraem are in two. Enlarged initials and the Eusebian marginal sections are used and several hands have corrected the MS. See Fig. 2. Brought to Italy from the East in the 16th century, it came to France with Catherine de' Medici and is now in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.

Codex Bezae (D). This is the early known manuscript which Theodore Beza obtained in 1562 from the monastery of St. Irenaeus at Lyons and which he gave in 1581 to the University of Cambridge, where it now is. It is a Greek-Latin text, the Greek holding the chief place on the left-hand page, measuring 8 X 10 in., and dates probably from the end of the 5th century. Both Greek and Latin are written in large uncials and divided into short clauses, corresponding line for line. The hands of no less than nine correctors have been traced, and the critical questions arising from the character of the readings are among the most interesting in the whole range of Biblical criticism and are still unsettled. It contains only the Gospels and Acts with a fragment of 3 John.

Codex Washingtoniensis (W). The United States has now in the National Library (Smithsonian) at the capital one of the foremost uncial manuscripts of the Greek New Testament. It is a complete codex of the Gospels, in a slightly sloping but very ancient hand, written upon good vellum, in one column of 30 lines to the page, and 6 X 9 in. in size. By all the tests ordinarily given, it belongs to the period of the earliest codices, possibly of the 4th century. Like Codex Bezae (D), it has the order of the Gospels: Matthew, John, Luke, Mark, and contains an apocryphal interpolation within the longer ending of Mark for which no other Greek authority is known, though it is probably referred to by St. Jerome. It has been published in facsimile by Mr. C.L. Freer of Detroit, who obtained the manuscript in Egypt in 1906, and is edited by Professor H.A. Sanders for the University of Michigan Press, 1911. (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)
MARK, GOSPEL OF

The most important textual problem is that of Mark 16:9-20. Burgon and Miller and Salmon believe it to be genuine. Miller supposes that up to that point Mark had been giving practically Peter's words, that for some reason those then failed him and that verses 9-20 are drawn from his own stores. The majority of scholars regard them as non-Markan; they think verse 8 is not the intended conclusion; that if Mark ever wrote a conclusion, it has been lost, and that verses 9-20, embodying traditions of the Apostolic Age, were supplied later. Conybeare has found in an Armenian manuscript a note referring these verses to the presbyter Ariston, whom he identifies with that Aristion, a disciple of John, of whom Papias speaks. Many therefore would regard them as authentic, and some accept them as clothed with John's authority. They are certainly very early, perhaps as early as 100 AD, and have the support of Codices Alexandrinus, Ephraemi, Bezae, Xi, Gamma, Delta, Zeta all late uncials, all cursives, most versions and Fathers, and were known to the scribes of Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus, who, however, do not accept them.

It is just possible that the Gospel did end at verse 8. The very abruptness would argue an early date when Christians lived in the atmosphere of the Resurrection and would form an even appropriate closing for the Gospel of the Servant (see below). A Servant comes, fulfils his task, and departs-we do not ask about his lineage, nor follow his subsequent history. (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)
MARK, GOSPEL OF

The ending of the Gospel of Mark poses a problem. The two oldest and most important manuscripts of the Greek New Testament (Sinaiticus and Vaticanus) end with the words, "For they were afraid" (16:8). Other manuscripts add, in whole or in part, the material making up verses 9:1-20. This longer ending, however, is unlike Mark 1:1-16:8 in style and content; it contains material presented exactly as it is in Matthew and Luke. It has long been debated whether Mark intended to end his gospel at 16:8, or whether the original ending was lost and a secondary ending (vv. 9-20) was later added.

The following observations suggest that Mark originally did not end at 16:8, and that the original ending was either lost (for example, the final section of a scroll or codex misplaced or destroyed) or left unfinished (for example, due to Mark's death).

First, it seems unlikely that, having begun the gospel with a bold introduction (1:10) Mark would end it on a note of fear (16:8). Considering the centrality of Jesus throughout the gospel, one would expect an appearance of the resurrected Christ rather than just an announcement of His resurrection.

Second, Mark's Gospel conforms in broad outline to the preaching pattern of the early church - except for the shorter ending at 16:8. It would seem logical that one who drafted a gospel along the lines of the early Christian preaching would not have omitted a central feature like the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-26).

Third, the longer, later ending (vv. 9-20) testifies that the early tradition was dissatisfied with the shorter ending of Mark.

Finally, why would Matthew and Luke, both of whom normally follow Mark's report depart from him at the resurrection appearances unless the ending of Mark was somehow defective? These reasons suggest that the shorter ending of Mark (at 16:8) is not the original (or intended) ending-for whatever reason-and that verses 9-20 are a later addition supplied to compensate for the omission. (Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Textual note, Mark 16:9-20. In the two most trustworthy manuscripts of the Greek NT (the Vaticanus and Sinaiticus) the Gospel ends with 16:8, as it does also in several early versions. Both Eusebius and Jerome state that the ending was missing from most of the manuscripts of their day. In addition, several texts and versions offer a shorter substitute in the place of 16:9-20. By far the greater number of manuscripts have the longer conclusion, but many of them are of a late date and an inferior quality. By the recognized standards of textual evaluation, both the longer and shorter endings must be rejected, and this is the judgment of almost all textual scholars. Lenski is one of the few commentators who argue for the longer ending (Interpret. of Mark, pp. 750-755). In addition, an examination of verses 9-20 cannot fail to impress the careful student with the fact that these verses differ markedly in style from the rest of the Gospel. Perhaps the most acceptable explanation is that the end of the original Gospel may have been torn off and lost before additional copies could be made. Perhaps others attempted to supply a substitute ending, the most successful of which was that which now appears in 16:9-20. (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
“None can now commit formally the same sin of attributing Jesus' miracles against Satan's kingdom to Satan's help, so evident a self contradiction that nothing short of a seared conscience, and a hardened determination to resist every spiritual impression and even malign the Spirit's work before other men, could have given birth to such a sin. But a man may commit virtually the same sin by continued malignant resistance of the gracious Spirit in one's own heart, with, at the same time, blasphemous and Satanic misrepresentation of it to others. He who has committed it is so given over to a reprobate mind as to have no pang of conscience about it, and the very fear of anyone that he has committed it is proof positive that he has not, for if he had he would have been "past feeling" 

[Every man clearly] Could see their form and features. His sight was completely restored. Though our Lord did not by this, probably, "intend" to teach any lesson in regard to the way in which the mind of a sinner is enlightened, yet it affords a striking illustration of it. Sinners are by nature blind, 2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 John 2:11; John 9:39. The effect of religion, or of the influence of the Holy Spirit, is to open the eyes, to show the sinner his condition and his danger, and to lead him to "look" on him as a Savior. Yet at first he sees indistinctly. He does not soon learn to distinguish objects. When converted he is in a new world. Light is shed on every object, and he sees the Scriptures, the Savior, and the works of creation, the sun, the stars, the hills, the vales, in a new light. He sees the beauty of the plan of salvation, and wonders that he has not seen it before. Yet he sees at first indistinctly. It is only by repeated applications to the Source of light that he sees all things clearly. At first religion appears full of mysteries. Doctrines and facts are brought before his mind that he cannot fully comprehend. He is still perplexed, and he may doubt whether he has ever seen anything aright, or has been ever renewed. Yet let him not despair. Light, in due time, will be shed on these obscure and mysterious truths. Faithful and repeated application to the Father of lights in prayer, and in searching the Scriptures, and in the ordinances of religion, will dissipate these doubts, and he will see all things clearly, and the universe will appear to be filled with one broad flood of light.
 







Jesus called them and “immediately” they followed His command.





Jesus “immediately” began to teach with greater certainty than even the most learned – the scribes.





Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and he “immediately” obeyed.





Jesus rebuked the sickness and it immediately left.
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� Date Written: AD 65-67 – Shortly after the death of Peter. Author: John Mark.
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